
Acquisition of Empire

Reading Review Questions:

a. Why did the McKinley administration have so much trouble in deciding what do with the Philippines? 

b. What debates surrounded the Treaty of Paris of 1898 and what ultimately led to its ratification? 

c. How would you best describe the fighting that would occur in the Philippine-American War? 

d. What brought the fighting in the conflict in the Philippines to a conclusion and at what cost?
  
e. How did the United States govern its new territorial possessions of Hawaii, Guam, Puerto Rico and 
Cuba? 

f. Why did the United States issue the Open Door Notes and what were the implications of the policy 
for both the United States and China? 

Document Analysis Set Questions: 

1. What type of document is each of the items below?
2. What are the two documents discussing about the expanding role of the United States on the world 

stage from 1865-1910?
3. What events or processes (contextualization) are the two documents addressing during the period 

from 1865-1910?
4. How can we connect the two documents by what each one is addressing about the expanding role 

of America in world affairs from 1865-1910? 
5. For each document, discuss one of the following—  point of view, purpose, or audience.

Document 1— 

Source: Josiah Strong, Our Country: Its Possible Future and Its Present Crisis, 1885.

It seems to me that God, with infinite wisdom and skill, is training the Anglo-Saxon race for an hour sure to come 
in the world’s future. Heretofore there has always been in the history of the world a comparatively unoccupied 
land westward, into which the crowded countries of the East have poured their surplus populations. But the 
widening waves of migration, which millenniums ago rolled east and west from the valley of the Euphrates, meet 
today on our Pacific coast. There are no more new worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are limited, 
and will soon be taken. The time is coming when the pressure of population on the means of subsistence will be felt 
here as it is now felt in Europe and Asia. Then will the world enter upon a new stage of its history—the final 
competition of races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being schooled.... Then this race of unequaled energy, with all the 
majesty of numbers and the might of wealth behind it—the representative, let us hope, of the largest liberty, the 
purest Christianity, the highest civilization—having developed peculiarly aggressive traits calculated to impress its 
institutions upon mankind, will spread itself over the earth.



Document 2— 

Source: President Theodore Roosevelt, Fourth Annual Message to Congress, December 6, 1904.

There are kinds of peace which are highly undesirable, which are in the long run as destructive as any war. Tyrants 
and oppressors have many times made a wilderness and called it peace. Many times peoples who were slothful or 
timid or shortsighted, who had been enervated by ease or by luxury, or misled by false teachings, have shrunk in 
unmanly fashion from doing duty that was stern and that needed self-sacrifice, and have sought to hide from their 
own minds their shortcomings, their ignoble motives, by calling them love of peace….

It is our duty to remember that a nation has no more right to do injustice to another nation, strong or weak, than 
an individual has to do injustice to another individual; that the same moral law applies in one case as in the other. 
But we must also remember that it is as much the duty of the Nation to guard its own rights and its own interests 
as it is the duty of the individual so to do….

It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or entertains any projects as regards the other nations of 
the Western Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare. All that this country desires is to see the neighboring 
countries stable, orderly, and prosperous. Any country whose people conduct themselves well can count upon our 
hearty friendship. If a nation shows that it knows how to act with reasonable efficiency and decency in social and 
political matters, if it keeps order and pays its obligations, it need fear no interference from the United States. 
Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in 
America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention by some civilized nation, and . . . the exercise of an 
international police power.

Document 3— 

Source: Puck, a satirical magazine, November 20, 1901. (Caption— You can take your choice— I have 
plenty of both!)




