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Puritan Prescription for Marital Concord, A
 

1712
 
Christians should endeavor to please and glorify God, in whatever capacity or relation they sustain.

Under this doctrine, my design is (by God's help) to say something about relative duties, particularly in families. I 
shall therefore endeavor to speak as briefly and plainly as I can about: (1) family prayer; (2) the duties of husbands 
and wives; (3) the duties of parents and children; (4) the duties of masters and servants. . . .

About the Duties of Husbands and Wives

Concerning the duties of this relation we may assert a few things. It is their duty to dwell together with one 
another. Surely they should dwell together; if one house cannot hold them, surely they are not affected to each 
other as they should be. They should have a very great and tender love and affection to one another. This is plainly 
commanded by God. This duty of love is mutual; it should be performed by each, to each of them. When, therefore, 
they quarrel or disagree, then they do the Devil's work; he is pleased at it, glad of it. But such contention provokes 
God; it dishonors Him; it is a vile example before inferiors in the family; it tends to prevent family prayer.

As to outward things. If the one is sick, troubled, or distressed, the other should manifest care, tenderness, pity, and 
compassion, and afford all possible relief and succor. They should likewise unite their prudent counsels and 
endeavors, comfortably to maintain themselves and the family under their joint care.

Husband and wife should be patient one toward another. If both are truly pious, yet neither of them is perfectly 
holy, in such cases a patient, forgiving, forbearing spirit is very needful. . . .

The husband's government ought to be gentle and easy, and the wife's obedience ready and cheerful. The husband is 
called the head of the woman. It belongs to the head to rule and govern. Wives are part of the house and family, and 
ought to be under the husband's government. Yet his government should not be with rigor, haughtiness, harshness, 
severity, but with the greatest love, gentleness, kindness, tenderness that may be. Though he governs her, he must 
not treat her as a servant, but as his own flesh; he must love her as himself.

Those husbands are much to blame who do not carry it lovingly and kindly to their wives. O man, if your wife is 
not so young, beautiful, healthy, well-tempered, and qualified as you would wish; if she did not bring a large estate to 
you, or cannot do so much for you, as some other women have done for their husbands; yet she is your wife, and 
the great God commands you to love her, not be bitter, but kind to her. What can be more plain and expressive 
than that?

Those wives are much to blame who do not carry it lovingly and obediently to their own husbands. O woman, if 
your husband is not as young, beautiful, healthy, so well-tempered, and qualified as you could wish; if he has not such 
abilities, riches, honors, as some others have; yet he is your husband, and the great God commands you to love, 
honor, and obey him. Yea, though possibly you have greater abilities of mind than he has, was of some high birth, and 
he of a more common birth, or did bring more estate, yet since he is your husband, God has made him your head, 
and set him above you, and made it your duty to love and revere him.

Parents should act wisely and prudently in the matching of their children. They should endeavor that they may 
marry someone who is most proper for them, most likely to bring blessings to them.



Excerpts of Virginia Law on Indentured Servitude
 

1705
 
An Act Concerning Servants and Slaves

I. Be it enacted, by the governor, council, and burgesses, of this present general assembly, and it is hereby enacted, 
by the authority of the same, That all servants brought into this country without indenture, if the said servants 
be christians, and of christian parentage, and above nineteen years of age, shall serve but five years; and if under 
nineteen years of age, 'till they shall become twenty-four years of age, and no longer. . . .

XVIII. And if any woman servant shall be delivered of a bastard child within the time of her service aforesaid, Be it 
enacted, by the authority aforesaid, and it is hereby enacted, That in recompence of the loss and trouble occasioned 
her master or mistress thereby, she shall for every such offence, serve her said master or owner one whole year 
after her time by indenture, custom, and former order of court, shall be expired; or pay her said master or owner, 
one thousand pounds of tobacco; and the reputed father, if free, shall give security to the church-wardens of the 
parish where that child shall be, to maintain the child, and keep the parish indemnified; or be compelled thereto by 
order of the county court, upon the said church-warden complaint: But if a servant, he shall make satisfaction to 
the parish, for keeping the said child, after his time by indenture, custom, or order of court, to his then present 
master or owner shall be expired; or compelled thereto, by order of the county court, upon complaint of the 
church-wardens of the said parish, for the time being. And if any woman servant shall be got with child by her 
master, neither the said master, nor his executors administrators, nor assigns, shall have any claim of service against 
her, for or by reason of such child; but she shall, when her time due to her said master, by indenture, custom or 
order of court, shall be expired, be sold by the church-wardens, for the time being, of the parish wherein such child 
shall be born, for one year, or pay one thousand pounds of tobacco; and the said one thousand pounds of tobacco, 
or whatever she shall be sold for, shall be emploied, by the vestry, to the use of the said parish. And if any woman 
servant shall have a bastard child by a negro, or mulatto, over and above the years service due to her master or 
owner, she shall immediately, upon the expiration of her time to her then present master or owner, pay down to 
the church-wardens of the parish wherein such child shall be born, for the use of the said parish, fifteen pounds 
current money of Virginia, or be by them sold for five years, to the use aforesaid: And if a free  christian white 
woman shall have a bastard child, by a negro, or mulatto, for every such offense, she shall, within one month after 
her delivery of such bastard child, pay to the church-wardens for the time being, of the parish wherein such child 
shall be born, for the use of the said parish fifteen pounds of current money of Virginia, or be by them sold for five 
years to the use aforesaid: And in both the said cases, the church-wardens shall bind the said child to be a servant, 
until it shall be of thirty one years of age. . . .

Virginia Case Involving Runaway Indentured Servants, A
 

1640
 
July 22nd, 1640.

Whereas complaint has been made to this Board by Capt. William Pierce, Esqr., that six of his servants and a negro 
of Mr. Reginald's has plotted to run away unto the Dutch plantation from their said masters, and did assay to put 
the same in Execution upon Saturday night, being the 8th day July, 1640, as appeared to the Board by the 
Examinations of Andrew Noxe, Richard Hill, Richard Cookeson and John Williams, and likewise by the confession of 
Christopher Miller, Peter Milcocke and Emanuel, the foresaid Negro, who had, at the foresaid time, taken the skiff of 
the said Capt. William Pierce, their master, and corn, powder and shot and guns to accomplish their said purposes, 
which said persons sailed down in the said skiff to Elizabeth river, where they were taken and brought back again, 
the court taking the same into consideration as a dangerous precedent for the future time (if left unpunished), did 
order that Christopher Miller, a  dutchman  (a prime agent in the business), should receive the punishment 
of whiping, and to have thirty stripes and so be burnt in the cheek with the letter R and to work with a shackle on 
his legg for one whole year and longer if said master shall see cause, and after his full time of service is Expired with 
his said master to serve the colony for seven whole years, and the said Peter Milcocke to receive thirty stripes and 
to be Burnt in the cheek with the letter R, and after his term of service is Expired with his said master to serve the 
colony for three years, and the said Richard Cockson, after his full time Expired with his master, to serve the colony 
for two years and a half, and the said Richard Hill to remain upon his good behavior until the next offence, and the 



said Andrew Noxe  to receive thirty stripes, and the said John Williams, a dutchman and a chirurgeon  [surgeon] 
after his full time of service is Expired with his master, to serve the colony for seven years, and Emanuel, the Negro, 
to receive thirty stripes and to be burnt in the cheek with the letter R and to work in shackles one year or more 
as his master shall see cause.

Cotton Mather on the Education of His Children

1706
 
Mather, Cotton
1706
 
Some Special Points, relating to the Education of my Children
I. I pour out continual Prayers and Cries to the God of all Grace for them, that He will be a Father to my Children, 
and bestow His Christ and His Grace upon them, and guide them with His Councils, and bring them to His Glory.
And in this Action, I mention them distinctly, every one by Name unto the Lord.

II. I begin betimes to entertain them with delightful Stories, especially scriptural ones. And still conclude with some 
Lesson of Piety; bidding them to learn that Lesson from the Story.

And thus, every Day at the Table, I have used myself to tell a Story before I rise; and make the Story useful to the 
Olive Plants about the Table.

III. When the Children at any time accidentally come in my way, it is my custome to lett fall some Sentence or other, 
that may be monitory and profitable to them.

This Matter proves to me, a Matter of some Study, and Labour, and Contrivance. But who can tell, what may be the 
Effect of a continual Dropping?

IV. I essay betimes, to engage the Children, in Exercises of Piety; and especially secret [silent] Prayer, for which I give 
them very plain and brief Directions, and suggest unto them the Petitions, which I would have them to make before 
the Lord, and which I therefore explain to their Apprehension and Capacity. And I often call upon them; Child, Don't 
you forgett every Day, to go alone, and pray as I have directed you!

V. Betimes I try to form in the Children a Temper of Benignity. I put them upon doing of Services and Kindnesses 
for one another, and for other Children. I applaud them, when I see them Delight in it. I upbraid all Aversion to it. I 
caution them exquisitely against all Revenges of Injuries. I instruct them, to return good Offices for evil Ones. I 
show them, how they will by this Goodness become like to the Good GOD, and His Glorious CHRIST. I lett them 
discern, that I am not satisfied, except when they have a Sweetness of Temper shining in them.

VI. As soon as tis possible, I make the Children learn to write. And when they can write, I employ them in Writing 
out the most agreeable and profitable Things, that I can invent for them. In this way, I propose to fraight their minds 
with excellent Things, and have a deep Impression made upon their Minds by such Things.

VII. I mightily endeavour it, that the Children may betimes, be acted by Principles of Reason and Honour.

I first begett in them an high Opinion of their Father's Love to them, and of his being best able to judge, what shall 
be good for them. Then I make them sensible, tis a Folly for them to pretend unto any Witt and Will of their own; 
they must resign all to me, who will be sure to do what is best; my word must be their Law.

I cause them to understand, that it is an hurtful and a shameful thing to do amiss. I aggravate this, on all Occasions; 
and lett them see how amiable they will render themselves by well doing.

The first Chastisement, which I inflict for an ordinary Fault, is, to lett the Child see and hear me in an Astonishment, 
and hardly able to beleeve that the Child could do so base a Thing, but beleeving that they will never do it again.

I would never come, to give a child a Blow; except in Case of Obstinacy; or some gross Enormity.



To be chased for a while out of my Presence, I would make to be  look'd upon, as the sorest Punishment in the 
Family.

I would by all possible Insinuations gain this Point upon  them, that  for them to learn all the brave Things in the 
world, is the bravest Thing in the world. I am not fond of proposing Play to them, as a Reward of any diligent 
application to learn what is good; lest they should think Diversion to be a better and a nobler Thing than Diligence.
I would have them come to propound and expect, at this rate, I have done well, and now I will go to my Father; He 
will teach me some curious Thing for it. I must have them count it a Priviledge, to be taught; and I sometimes 
manage the Matter so, that my Refusing to teach them Something, is their Punishment.

The slavish way of Education, carried on with raving and kicking and scourging (in Schools as well as 
Families,) tis abominable; and a dreadful Judgment of God upon the World.
VIII. Tho' I find it a marvellous Advantage to have the Children strongly biased by Principles of Reason and Honour, 
(which, I find, Children will feel sooner than is commonly thought for:) yett I would neglect no Endeavours, to have 
higher Principles infused into them.

I therefore betimes awe them with the Eye of God upon them.

I show them, how they must love JESUS CHRIST; and show it, by doing what their Parents require of them.

I often tell them of the good Angels, who love them, and help them, and guard them; and who take Notice of them: 
and therefore must not be disobliged.

Heaven and Hell, I sett before them, as the Consequences of their Behaviour here.

IX. When the Children are capable of it, I take them alone, one by one; and after my Charges unto them, to fear 
God, and serve Christ, and shun Sin, I pray with them in my Study and make them the Witnesses of the Agonies, 
with which I address the Throne of Grace on their behalf.

X. I find much Benefit, by a particular Method, as of Catechising the Children, so of carrying the Repetition of the 
public Sermons unto them.

The Answers of the Catechism I still explain with abundance of brief Quaestions, which make them to take in the 
Meaning of it, and I see, that they do so.

And when the Sermons are to be Repeated, I chuse to putt every Trust, into a Quaestion, to be answered still, with 
Yes, or, No. In this way I awaken their Attention, as well as enlighten their Understanding. And in this way I have 
an Opportunity, to ask, Do you desire such, or such a Grace of God? and the like. Yea, I have an Opportunity to 
demand, and perhaps, to obtain their Consent unto the glorious Articles of the New Covenant. The Spirit of Grace 
may fall upon them in this Action; and they may be seiz'd by Him, and Held as His Temples, thro' eternal Ages. 


