
Unit IV— The Early Republic

1800-1848

Study Guide

Republican Ascendancy— The Jeffersonian Vision (1800-1814) 

Key Terms:

Tecumseh, Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark Expedition, Marbury vs. Madison, judicial review, The 
Embargo Act, The War Hawks, The War of 1812, The Battle of New Orleans, and the Hartford 
Convention

Reading Review Questions:

a. How did the Republic’s growth shape the market economy and relations with Native Americans?
b. How did practical politics challenge Jefferson’s political principles?
c. How did Jeffersonians deal with the difficult problems of party politics and slavery?
d. Why did the United States find it difficult to avoid military conflict during this period?
e. Why is the War of 1812 sometimes thought of as a “second war of independence”?

Thought Questions:

1. During a period of international instability and conflict, how was the nation’s economy able to 
expand so impressively?

2. Was a Jefferson a weak president, as some Federalists at the time claimed? Provide reasons to 
support your position.

3. Was Jefferson justified in his attacks on the federal courts?
4. In what way did the resolves of the Hartford Convention contribute to the demise of the Federalist 

party?

Nation Building and Nationalism— (1815-1825)

Key Terms:

Adams-Onis Treaty, preemption, The Era of Good Feeling, Missouri Compromise, Dartmouth College vs. 
Woodward, McCulloch vs. Maryland, Gibbons vs. Ogden, and the Monroe Doctrine

Reading Review Questions:

a. What key forces drove American expansion westward during this period?
b. How did developments in transportation support the growth of agriculture and manufacturing?
c. What major decisions faced the federal government as the nation expanded?



Thought Questions:

1. How did new developments in transportation influence westward expansion?
2. What was the relationship between westward expansion and the institution of slavery?
3. Why do you believe some political leaders saw a connection between a growing market economy 

and a strong national government? 

The Triumph of White Men’s Democracy— (1824-1840)

Key Terms: 

tariff of abominations, Trail of Tears, nullification, the Bank War, Panic of 1837, and the second party-
system

Reading Review Questions:

a. How did the relationship between the government and the people change during the Jacksonian Era?
b. What were some of the political conflicts Jackson faced and how did he resolve them?
c. What were the arguments for and against the federal bank?
d. What was the second two-party system and in what ways were the two parties different?

Thought Questions:

1. What do you think was the relationship between emergence of the second two-party system and 
the growth of the new democratic culture?

2. Do you think Jackson’s forceful style of leadership was a good model for the presidency? Should he 
have deferred more to the states or to Congress in pursuing his policies?

3. Why do you think that the people the Democratic Party appealed to were so worried about a 
national bank? 

Slaves and Masters— (1790-1860)

Key Terms: 

Vesey conspiracy, Underground Railroad, yeoman, American Colonization Society, and the cotton gin

Reading Review Questions:

a. What factors made living conditions for southern blacks more or less difficult?
b. What were the divisions and unities in southern white society?
c. What was the relationship between slavery and economic success in the South?

Thought Questions: 

1. Do you think that the booming cotton economy benefitted all members of southern society or just 
certain segments of it?

2. What differences did it make in a slave’s life if he or she belonged to a great planter or a small 
farmer?



3. What do you think is the connection between slavery and racism? Why do you think slaveholders 
began defending slavery in racial terms in the 1830s?

The Pursuit of Perfection— 1800-1860

Key Terms: 

Second Great Awakening, temperance movement, the Cult of Domesticity

Reading Review Questions:

a. How did the evangelical revivalism of the early nineteenth century spur reform movements?
b. What was the doctrine of “separate spheres,” and how did it lead to changes in family life?
c. What were some of the major antebellum reform movements?

Thought Questions: 

1. Do you think that it was healthy for American politics that religion played such a strong role in 
antebellum political movements?

2. In your view, were women helped or harmed by the doctrine of “separate spheres,” and why?
3. Why you think so many antebellum reform movements turned to politics in the 1840s?
4. What is the connection between women’s influence in the public sphere, and the influence of 

evangelical religion on society? 

An Age of Expansionism— 1800-1848

Key Terms: 

Young America, Manifest Destiny, the Alamo, the Mexican-American War, and the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo

Reading Review Questions:

a. What events and ideas prompted the annexation of Texas and the Southwest?
b. How did developments in transportation foster industrialization and encourage immigration?

Thought Questions:

1. Why do think Americans turned from expansion beyond US borders to internal expansion after the 
Mexican-American War?

2. What do you think was the most important force driving change in American life during the 1840s 
and 1850s— technology, politics, or international movements of people? Why?

3. Once again in this period, economic and material changes greatly influenced the makeup of American 
society. What lessons can you draw from the ongoing interplay of social and material changes in US 
history? 



 


