
The DBQ— The Revolution

The Opening Paragraph:

Your opening paragraph should contain the following elements in the composing the DBQ essay:

a. Contextualization
b. Thesis (Argument or Claim)
c. Group 1 (set of documents by theme)
d. Group 2 (set of documents by theme)
e. Group 3 (set of documents by theme)
f. Connection to Conclusion

Sample DBQ: 

Thesis-

During the 1970s, America and Americans faced a crisis of confidence (Contextualization). This sense of 
malaise was tied to a series of domestic and foreign policy crises and an energy crisis (Thesis). In foreign affairs- the 
Vietnam War, and serious troubles in the Middle East would lead to the OPEC oil embargo and the Iranian Hostage 
Crisis by the end of the decade (Group 1). In domestic affairs, the nation would live through the experience of 
seeing a chief executive, Richard Nixon, resign from the office of the presidency after the details of the Watergate 
scandal came to light, suffer through an environmental disaster at Love Canal in 1978 which would threaten the 
health of the American public, and endure a major economic recession that would last throughout the decade 
(Group 2). Issues related to the energy crisis during the decade also dominated the headlines, as Americans suffered 
from long gas lines due to the OPEC oil embargo and after a flirtation with the use of nuclear power during the 
energy crisis would be horrified by a near disastrous incident at Three-Mile Island (Group 3). By the end of the 
decade, Americans were looking for a leader who would lead them out of the decade of malaise and restore both 
their national pride and confidence, and the conservative movement would put one of their own in the office of the 
presidency to do just that in 1980— Ronald Reagan (Connection to Conclusion). 

Body Paragraph #4-

In the 1970s, the energy crisis had a tremendous impact on the American public who often had to wait in 
long gas lines due to the OPEC oil embargo and would be horrified by a disastrous accident at a nuclear power 
facility at Three-Mile Island. The OPEC oil embargo began with the support of the United States for the nation of 
Israel in the Yom Kippur War of 1973 against Egypt and Jordan. Due to the support of the United States for Israel, 
the top oil-producing nations of the Arab world, formed OPEC (the organization for petroleum exporting 
countries) and executed an embargo of oil to the heavily oil dependent nations of the West- including the United 
States. According to document 1, a sign that was posted outside of a gas station in 1973, the OPEC oil embargo led 
to a shortage of gasoline. The audience for this document would be the customers of the gas station. The purpose 
of this document was to show that due to the OPEC oil embargo, those customers could only purchase gas on 
certain days, in this case a Saturday or a Sunday, which no doubt, would cause anger and frustration for the 
customers of this gas station and others around the country. Though the American public would deal with the 
frustration of long gas lines throughout the decade, its flirtation with nuclear power would lead to a major disaster 
at the end of the decade. Due to the energy crisis that was created by the OPEC oil embargo of 1973, Americans 
considered the use of alternative forms of energy including, nuclear power. In document 5, a report from a 
presidential commission which was designed to investigate the disaster at the nuclear power plant at Three-Mile 
Island near Middletown, Pennsylvania, in 1979, let the audience- the American public know about the causes of the 
accident- a mechanical malfunction at the plant that was made worse by errors in the response to the accident. In 
context, this document was written at a time when other nations in the world- including France and Japan were 
considering nuclear power as an alternative to the consumption of fossil fuels. This accident, which was discussed in 
the document, had an impact upon other nations around the world and convinced Americans at home about the 



dangers of nuclear power- which would be showcased later as a nuclear power disaster at Chernobyl in 1986 in 
the Ukraine, then a part of the Soviet Union, would hammer the point home that nuclear power though an 
alternative to fossil fuels, also carried tremendous risks.


