
The Political, Economic and Military Dimensions of the Cold War

Identifications:

The Cold War containment
The Yalta Conference The Marshall Plan
The Potsdam Conference NATO/Warsaw Pact
The Atlantic Charter NSC-68
The Truman Doctrine The Korean War

Discussion Questions:

a. What were the roots of the Cold War conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union?
b. Why did the United States take serious steps toward the re-building of the nations of Western Europe shortly 

after the conclusion of World War II?
c. What led to the Berlin Blockade and how was it resolved?
d. What was the importance of the loss of China to communism and the way in which the Korean War was 

fought and concluded?
e. What were the roots for the future involvement of the United States in a potential conflict in Vietnam?

Thought Question:

1. How can we compare and contrast the way in both sides— the United States and the Soviet Union would 
approach the Cold War? 

Document Analysis Items:

Document A— Selections from- The Truman Doctrine (1947):

One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States is the creation of conditions in which we 
and other nations will be able to work out a way of life free from coercion. This was a fundamental issue in the war 
with Germany and Japan. Our victory was won over countries which sought to impose their will, and their way of 
life, upon other nations.

To ensure the peaceful development of nations, free from coercion, the United States has taken a leading part in 
establishing the United Nations, The United Nations is designed to make possible lasting freedom and 
independence for all its members. We shall not realize our objectives, however, unless we are willing to help free 
peoples to maintain their free institutions and their national integrity against aggressive movements that seek to 
impose upon them totalitarian regimes. This is no more than a frank recognition that totalitarian regimes imposed 
on free peoples, by direct or indirect aggression, undermine the foundations of international peace and hence the 
security of the United States.

At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between alternative ways of life. The 
choice is too often not a free one. One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free 
institutions, representative government, free elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and 
religion, and freedom from political oppression. The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly 
imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio; fixed elections, and 
the suppression of personal freedoms.

I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted 
subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures. I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out 
their own destinies in their own way.



The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty 
and strife. They reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died. We must keep that 
hope alive. The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms.

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world — and we shall surely endanger the welfare 
of our own nation. Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift movement of events.
I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities squarely.

Document B— Selections from- NSC-68 (1950):

Within the past thirty-five years the world has experienced two global wars of tremendous violence. It has 
witnessed two revolutions–the Russian and the Chinese–of extreme scope and intensity. It has also seen the 
collapse of five empires–the Ottoman, the Austro-Hungarian, German, Italian, and Japanese–and the drastic decline 
of two major imperial systems, the British and the French. During the span of one generation, the international 
distribution of power has been fundamentally altered. For several centuries it had proved impossible for any one 
nation to gain such preponderant strength that a coalition of other nations could not in time face it with greater 
strength. The international scene was marked by recurring periods of violence and war, but a system of sovereign 
and independent states was maintained, over which no state was able to achieve hegemony.

Two complex sets of factors have now basically altered this historic distribution of power. First, the defeat of 
Germany and Japan and the decline of the British and French Empires have interacted with the development of the 
United States and the Soviet Union in such a way that power increasingly gravitated to these two centers. Second, 
the Soviet Union, unlike previous aspirants to hegemony, is animated by a new fanatic faith, antithetical to our own, 
and seeks to impose its absolute authority over the rest of the world. Conflict has, therefore, become endemic and 
is waged, on the part of the Soviet Union, by violent or non-violent methods in accordance with the dictates of 
expediency. With the development of increasingly terrifying weapons of mass destruction, every individual faces the 
ever-present possibility of annihilation should the conflict enter the phase of total war.

Document Analysis Questions:

A. How does Truman characterize the struggle against communism for the people of the United States?
B. How does NSC-68 give the United States the unique role of a superpower in the Cold War and the new 

responsibilities that come with that position? 


