
America Looks Outward

1867-1900

Reading Review Questions

a. What were three major reasons for Americans wishing to expand their territorial holdings and to 
become an empire by the 1890s?

b. What three major initiatives in foreign policy were made from 1867-1900 by American presidents and 
their administrations?

c. What made Hawaii attractive to American interests by the 1890s and how was it finally acquired?

d. What were the chief philosophies of Alfred Thayer Mahan and Benjamin F. Tracy and how did their 
ideals contribute to the growth of American expansionism and the navy? 

Document Analysis Items:

1. What type of document is each of the items below?
2. What are the two documents discussing about the expanding role of the United States on the world 

stage from 1865-1910?
3. What events or processes (contextualization) are the two documents addressing during the period 

from 1865-1910?
4. How can we connect the two documents by what each one is addressing about the expanding role 

of America in world affairs from 1865-1910? 
5. For each document, discuss one of the following—  point of view, purpose, or audience.

Document 1

Source: Treaty concerning the Cession of the Russian Possessions in North America by his Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias to the United States of America, June 20, 1867. 

His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias agrees to cede to the United States, by this convention, 
immediately upon the exchange of the ratifications thereof, all the territory and dominion now 
possessed by his said Majesty on the continent of America and in the adjacent islands, the same being 
contained within the geographical limits herein set forth…. The inhabitants of the ceded territory, 
according to their choice . . . may return to Russia within three years; but if they should prefer to remain 
in the ceded territory, they, with the exception of uncivilized native tribes, shall be admitted to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immunities of citizens of the United States, and shall be 
maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and religion. The uncivilized 
tribes will be subject to such laws and regulations as the United States may, from time to time, adopt in 
regard to aboriginal tribes of that country…. In consideration of the cession aforesaid, the United States 
agree to pay . . . seven million two hundred thousand dollars in gold.



Document 2

Source: The Boston Globe, May 28, 1898.

 


