
The Civil Rights Movement Begins

Identifications:

Brown vs. Board of Education SCLC
NAACP Television
The Clark Doll Experiments Father Knows Best
Sarah Keys vs. Carolina Coach Company Baby Boom
MIA Elvis

Discussion Items:

a. What were the steps to ending segregation in America’s public school system that culminated with 
the Brown vs. Board of Education decision?

b. What were the effects of the Brown vs. Board of Education decision and how was it implemented? 
c. What was the impact of the murder of Emmett Till? What impact would the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott have on the development of the civil rights movement?
d. How would you best describe the early growth of television and the types of programs that aired on 

it?
e. How did the baby boom impact the following both mothers and teenagers who came of age during 

the 1950s? How were Americans challenging conformity by the late 1950s? 

Document Analysis Assignment: 

Document A— Hernandez vs. Texas (1948):

In numerous decisions, this Court has held that it is a denial of the equal protection of the laws to try a 
defendant of a particular race or color under an indictment issued by a grand jury, or before a petit jury, 
from which all persons of his race or color have, solely because of that race or color, been excluded by 
the State, whether acting through its legislature, its courts, or its executive or administrative officers. 
Although the Court has had little occasion to rule on the question directly, it has been recognized 
since  Strauder v. State of West  Virginia, that the exclusion of a class of persons from jury service on 
grounds other than race or color may also deprive a defendant who is a member of that class of the 
constitutional guarantee of equal protection of the laws. The State of Texas would have us hold that 
there are only two classes–white and Negro–within the contemplation of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. The decisions of this Court do not support that view. And, except where the question 
presented involves the exclusion of persons of Mexican descent from juries, Texas courts have taken a 
broader view of the scope of the equal protection clause.

The exclusion of otherwise eligible persons from jury service solely because of their ancestry or national 
origin is discrimination prohibited by the Fourteenth Amendment.



Document B— Brown vs. Board of Education (1950):

Today, education is perhaps the most important function of state and local governments. Compulsory 
school attendance laws and the great expenditures for education both demonstrate our recognition of 
the importance of education to our democratic society. It is required in the performance of our most 
basic public responsibilities, even service in the armed forces. It is the very foundation of good 
citizenship. Today it is a principal instrument in awakening the child to cultural values, in preparing him 
for later professional training, and in helping him to adjust normally to his environment. In these days, it is 
doubtful that any child may reasonably be expected to succeed in life if he is denied the opportunity of 
an education. Such an opportunity, where the state has undertaken to provide it, is a right which must be 
made available to all on equal terms.

We come then to the question presented: Does segregation of children in public schools solely on the 
basis of race, even though the physical facilities and other “tangible” factors may be equal, deprive the 
children of the minority group of equal educational opportunities? We believe that it does.

“Segregation of white and colored children in public schools has a detrimental effect upon the colored 
children. The impact is greater when it has the sanction of the law; for the policy of separating the races 
is usually interpreted as denoting the inferiority of the Negro group. A sense of inferiority affects the 
motivation of a child to learn. Segregation with the sanction of law, therefore, has a tendency to [retard] 
the educational and mental development of Negro children and to deprive them of some of the benefits 
they would receive in a racially integrated school system.”

We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of “separate but equal” has no place. 
Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal. Therefore, we hold that the plaintiffs and others 
similarly situated for whom the actions have been brought are, by reason of the segregation complained 
of, deprived of the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment.

Document Analysis Assignment Set:

a. Name and discuss one similarity between the two documents.
b. Name and discuss an event which showcases the impact of one of the two documents.
c. Name and discuss the origin for the content of one of the two documents. 


