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Pioneer Progressives
• Henry George: Progress and Poverty- the 

wealthy class is becoming more wealthy, 
but the poorer class is becoming more 
dependent. 

• He questioned Social Darwinism. George 
ran for the position of mayor of New 
York City, but fell short of winning in 
1890. 

• However, his campaign and his willingness 
to tax the wealthy would inspire others.

• Thorstein Veblen, Edward Bellamy, 
Richard T. Ely and others attacked the 
purity of laissez-faire economics and 
believed that there should some 
intervention in the lives of the poor. 



The Social Gospel 
Movement

• Walter Rauschenbusch: professor of the 
Rochester Theological Seminary expounded on 
the responsibility of organized religion to 
advance social justice. 

• Churches would play a more prominent role in 
assisting the working class poor. New 
organizations promoted his ideals.

• The Salvation Army— a new organization which 
sought to help the poor by seeking donations 
from the wealthy to provide opportunities for 
the working class poor.

• The YMCA— provided gymnasiums, created 
new sports (volleyball and basketball were both 
invented there in 1891 and 1892), and 
developed playgrounds and after-school 
programs for children of the working class poor. 



The Settlement House 
Movement

• Settlement Homes: though they were 
created by middle and upper-middle 
class women to help immigrants find a 
job, find a place to live, and to get an 
education to both better themselves 
and their children. It also encouraged 
immigrants to learn English, American 
history, and how to fit into American 
society while preserving their own 
culture and heritage. 

• The most famous settlement home was 
Hull House in Chicago which was 
opened through Jane Addams- who 
would later win the Nobel Prize for 
her pioneering work. 



Sociology
• Walter Wyckoff: wrote The Workers in 

1897 which led to the creation of social 
work as a field of endeavor. Newly minted 
case workers began to study the lives of 
the working-class poor and their families. 

• Calls for reforms of urban life grew louder, 
spawning numerous task forces and civic 
organizations committed to that purpose.

• Out of the ashes of the Gilded Age, a 
number of reformers will become 
investigative journalists who will seek to 
clean-up America’s growing cities, give a 
voice to American workers and its 
working-class poor, and seek to use the 
power of the federal government to effect 
change. 


