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COLUMBUS AND VESPUCCI
• The voyages of Christopher 

Columbus may have 
introduced Europeans to the 
New World of the Americas, 
but it was Amerigo Vespucci, 
another Italian sailing for the 
Spanish crown whose name 
would be lent to the two 
new continents that had 
now captured the attention 
of all of Europe.



BALBOA AND PONCE DE 
LEON

• Vasco Nunez de Balboa would 
discover after crossing the isthmus 
of Panama that indeed a vast 
ocean lay on the other side of the 
Americas— the Pacific Ocean. 

• Ponce de Leon would discover 
Florida and execute the first foray 
into territory that would later 
become the United States. 

• Both expeditions occurred 
throughout the spring and 
summer of 1513. 



THE SWORD
• In 1519, two key expeditions occur 

which will drive the narrative of the story 
of the presence of Spain in the Americas.

• Hernando Cortes and his small 
expedition would conquer and plunder 
the Aztec Empire. Later in 1528, 
Francisco Pizzaro and his expedition 
would begin the process of conquering 
the mighty Inca Empire in South America.

• Alonso Alvarez de Pineda would map 
the coast of the Gulf of Mexico from 
Florida to Mexico and become the first 
European to sight the mouth of the 
Mississippi and Rio Grande Rivers.



CABEZA DE VACA
• In 1528, the doomed expedition led by Panfilio de 

Narvaez became shipwrecked off the coast of Florida. 
The survivors built rafts and tried to sail to safety to 
Mexico, but were shipwrecked off the coast of Texas 
at present-day Galveston Island. The six ragged 
castaway survivors were led by Cabeza de Vaca and 
after eight long years of traveling through the interior 
of Texas and Mexico and living among the natives, 
returned to Mexico City to tell the tales of all they 
had experienced. 

• A subsequent expedition led by Fray Marcos de Niza 
and an African slave (one of the survivors of the 
Narvaez expedition) named Estevanico explored into 
present-day New Mexico where they claimed to have 
seen the legendary Seven Cities of Cibola. 

• This expedition would lead to the journeys of both 
Coronado and Desoto which would define the 
presence of the Spanish in North America for the 
next three centuries. 



DESOTO AND CORONADO
• From 1539-1542, two expeditions 

would define the Spanish presence in 
North America. Desoto’s expedition 
would explore the Southeastern part 
of what would later be the United 
States. Coronado’s expedition would 
explore the present-day American 
Southwest. Both expeditions would 
influence the Spanish to continue their 
presence in Mexico, South America and 
the islands of the Caribbean, but both 
would also give the Spanish crown the 
impression that the present-day United 
States was a land full of hostile Native 
Americans and no wealth. 



A MAP OF THE SPANISH EXPLORATION OF 
NORTH AMERICA


