
The Settlement of the West and the Bonanza West

Who?

a. Who made up the pioneers who would make their way into the New West and what did they 
often see on their journey? Who moved into the mining camps, were the cowboys who rode on 
the cattle trails, and struggled as farmers in the New West?

Where?

b. Where did immigrants come from to be a part of the process of the settlement in the New 
West and where did they face their greatest challenges in their journeys? Where did important 
gold rushes occur, cattle trails come to an end, and did farmers move to in the New West?

What?

c. What motivated most of the settlers in the New West to make their journey and what groups of 
people already lived there? What led to the development of mining boomtowns, large-scale 
ranches, and commercial bonanza farms?  

When?

d. When did acts, or policies of the federal government occur that further opened the lands of the 
New West for American settlement? When did gold rushes occur, the era of the cattle drives 
come to an end, and a number of farmers made their way east after failing to make a go of it in 
the West? 

Why?

e. Why did the Homestead Act have to be adjusted over time and why were both water and wood 
such important resources in the development of the New West? Why did mining become a 
corporate industry, cattle become big business, and did large commercial bonanza farms fail? 

How?

f. How did the vast majority of settlers make their way into the New West? How did the Spanish-
speaking settlers who were already living in the West shape the development of it? How did 
mining impact the environment? How did the weather have an impact upon the cattle industry 
and upon farmers try to make a go of it on the Great Plains? 


