
Description: After the conclusion of the Civil War the nation grew rapidly as it expanded into the West. The 
period saw rapid growth through industrialization and urbanization and with it, the rise of political machines. In the 
South, as Reconstruction came to an end, a system a racial apartheid known as segregation began. The nation was 
taking its first tentative steps to becoming a global power.  A textbook link if you need it is located here.   Textbook 
Link— The American YAWP

Significance of 1865: Define how this served as a turning point in United States history paying 
attention to what changed and what stayed the same before and after this year.

Significance of 1898: Define how this served as a turning point in United States history paying 
attention to what changed and what stayed the same before and after this year.

Directions: This section of the review guide provides all of the key terms defined by the Curriculum 
Framework for United States History released by the College Board. For the first column, provide a simple 
definition of the identified term being sure to keep your definition relevant to the period as a whole. The second 
column asks you to relate the word to one of the Thematic Learning Objectives: Identity; Work, Exchange, and 
Technology; Peopling; Politics and Power; America in the World; Environment and Geography; OR Ideas, Beliefs and 
Culture. The third column asks that a sentence be written putting the term in context. Be sure to focus on the 
significance of the term.

Key Term/Definition Relevant Theme Term in Context

big business

subsidies

conspicuous consumption

sharecropping

increased southern and eastern 
European immigration

APUSH Period Review Guides: Period 6 (1865-1898)

Key Terms as Defined by the Curriculum Framework

http://www.americanyawp.com/
http://www.americanyawp.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-us-history/general-ap-us-history-skills-and-test-strategies/apush-examples/a/ap-us-history-study-sheet-1


political machines

self-help groups

laissez-faire economics

urbanization

monopolies

New South

People’s (Populist) Party

Americanization (Dawes Act)

settlement homes

transcontinental railroad system


Plessy vs. Ferguson

The Gilded Age

Social Darwinism



The analysis of primary sources is integral to your success on the AP US History exam. For purposes of this review 
exercise, open up the Gildher-Lehrman Study Guide for the Historical Period you are reviewing. Scroll down to 
the “Documents” section of the page. You will select two documents which you think are the most important 
documents during this historical period. You will then provide an extended analysis of those documents including 
historical context, purpose, audience and perspective (or, point-of-view). 

Primary Source One

tenant farming

national parks

women’s clubs

assimilation policies

Social Gospel Movement

Document Name

Author:

Point-of-View:

Purpose:

Audience:

Context:

Primary Source Analysis

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/period/7#apush_period_resources


Primary Source Two

It is not necessary for you to memorize hundreds of dates for success on the AP exam; however it is important 
that you know and understand key turning points in United States history. For this review exercise, a list of years 
relevant to this historical period have been provided. Use the timelines found on the Gilder-Lehrman Study Guide 
to see what they are referencing. 

You need to address those years as turning points, analyzing the changes (box 1), continuities (box 2), and 
understanding why the years identified here are considered turning points in US history (box 3).  

Document Name

Author:

Point-of-View:

Purpose:

Audience:

Context:

Turning Points in US History

1865

Changes:

Continuities:

Turning Point:

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/period/7#apush_period_timeline


1869

Changes:

Continuities:

Turning Point:

1893

Changes:

Continuities:

Turning Point:

1896

Changes:

Continuities:

Turning Point:



Directions: Use the following questions to guide your viewing of the Crash Course videos. Before you watch the 
video, review the questions, making notes of any information you are already comfortable with. As you watch, use 
the information discussed by John Green to answer each of the questions. Each video heading also contains the link 
to the video. To access the video, just click on the title which is the hyperlink.

1. In what ways did the Civil War help American Industrialization AND what’s the economic change over time?
2. What were the geographic, demographic, and legal factors that contributed to the economic growth?
3. What massive charges in American industry occurred by 1880— what did the American workforce look like, by 
1890, how had it changed further, and by 1913 what was America a leader in from the standpoint of industrial 
growth?

4. List 6 effects of the railroad.
5. In the Mystery document, explain Henry Adam’s chief concern.
6. What are the good and bad acts that industrialists did?
7. Contrast vertical and horizontal integration.
8. Describe 3 problems facing labor.
9. Contrast the AFL with other labor groups.
10. What is Social Darwinism, who argues for it, and why?

1. What were 3 significant effects of the frontier in American History?
2. Contrast the myth and reality of The West.
3. What are the 2 reasons why RR’s made it possible for people to settle in The West?
4. Describe the 2 ways governments supported the RRs.
5. What were the economic, as well as a racial imperatives, to move the Native Americans off their land?
6. What 3 ways did General Sheridan fight the Indians AND how did Indians respond?
7. What were the goals of the Dawes Act AND the reality?
8. Describe the “cultural genocide” of Native Americans.
9. Why the need for cowboys AND why did this period end?
10. List the ways Western farming flew in the face of the mythical Jeffersonian yeoman farmer ideal.

1. List 2 reasons why people moved to THE WEST.
2. Describe the change over time in the growth of cities.
3. Contrast the Old Immigrants prior to 1890 with the New Immigrants after 1890.
4. What reasons explain the Chinese Exclusion Act AND how were Chinese American treated here including by the 
USCT?
5. Describe the big picture with immigration to the U.S. over time AND to the REST of the WEST Hemisphere?
6. What are 2 significant statements that be drawn from the Mystery document by Mary Antin?
7. What are 2 reasons why immigrants were coming to America?
8. What were the problems facing newly arrived immigrants AND what were their solutions?
9. What were government, business, and individual responses to the influx of immigrants.  

Crash Course US History Video Guides

The Industrial Economy: Crash Course US History #23


Westward Expansion: Crash Course US History #24


Growth, Cities, and Immigration: Crash Course US History #25


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6tRp-zRUJs&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=25&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhjqqe750A&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=27&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q16OZkgSXfM&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=26&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRhjqqe750A&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=27&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6tRp-zRUJs&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=25&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q16OZkgSXfM&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=26&t=0s


1. What are the origins of Gilded Age, the author’s point, and who was to blame for this problem?
2. What is a political machine, which was the most famous, and what is it associated with during this period?
3. How is “honest graft” not so honest?
4. Summarize the example of political machines at work.
5. Describe how “machines also provided valuable services to immigrants and other poor people in cities.”
6. Describe 2 scandals that plagued the Grant administration.
7. Contrast the goals of Republicans with Democrats during the Gilded Age.
8. Describe 2 achievements of Congress during the Gilded Age.
9. What is the evolution of farmers’ organizations?
10. List 6 planks of the Populists platform AND whether they were achieved and if so how/when?
11. What reasons help to explain why Populists lost in elections?

Gilded Age Politics:Crash Course US History #26


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Spgdy3HkcSs&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=28&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Spgdy3HkcSs&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtMwmepBjTSG593eG7ObzO7s&index=28&t=0s

