
The Document-Based Question 

Democracy and Dissent: The Violence of Party Politics, 
1788-1800

Prompt: Analyze the extent to which the first period of republican government under the Constitution led to both the 
development of the first two political parties and the first era of polarization in American politics. 


Document 1— Alexander Hamilton on the Constitutionality of a National Bank, 1791

The first of these arguments is, that the foundation of the Constitution is laid on this ground: " That all powers not 
delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited to it by the States, are reserved for the States, 
or to the people." Whence it is meant to be inferred, that Congress can in no case exercise any power not Included 
in those not enumerated in the Constitution. And it is affirmed, that the power of erecting a corporation is not 
included in any of the enumerated powers.

It is conceded that implied powers are to be considered as delegated equally with express ones. Then it follows, 
that as a power of erecting a corporation may as well be implied as any other thing, it may as well be employed as 
an instrument or mean of carrying into execution any of the specified powers, as any other instrument or mean 
whatever. The only question must be in this, as in every other case, whether the mean to be employed or in this 
instance, the corporation to be erected, has a natural relation to any of the acknowledged objects or lawful ends of 
the government. Thus a corporation may not be erected by Congress for superintending the police of the city of 
Philadelphia, because they are not authorized to regulate the police of that city. But one may be erected in relation 
to the collection of taxes, or to the trade with foreign countries, or to the trade between the States, or with the 
Indian tribes; because it is the province of the federal government to regulate those objects, and because it is 
incident to a general sovereign or legislative power to regulate a thing, to employ all the means which relate to its 
regulation to the best and greatest advantage.

Document 2— Thomas Jefferson on the Constitutionality of a National Bank, 1791

I consider the foundation of the Constitution as laid on this ground: That " all powers not delegated to the United 
States, by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States or to the people.” …. To 
take a single step beyond the boundaries thus specially drawn around the powers of Congress, is to take possession 
of a boundless field of power, no longer susceptible of any definition.

The incorporation of a bank, and the powers assumed by this bill, have not, in my opinion, been delegated to the 
United States, by the Constitution.

It would reduce the whole instrument to a single phrase, that of instituting a Congress with power to do whatever 
would be for the good of the United States; and, as they would be the sole judges of the good or evil, it would be 
also a power to do whatever evil they please.

Document 3— George Washington’s Farewell Address, 1796

The unity of government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main 
pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of your 
safety; of your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee that, from 
different causes and from different quarters, much pains will be taken, many artifices employed to weaken in your 
minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the point in your political fortress against which the batteries of 
internal and external enemies will be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) directed, 
it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to your 
collective and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it; 



accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety and prosperity; watching 
for its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any 
event be abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of 
our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the various parts.

Document 4— Thomas Jefferson’s Inaugural Address, 1801

During the contest of opinion through which we have passed the animation of discussions and of exertions has 
sometimes worn an aspect which might impose on strangers unused to think freely and to speak and to write what 
they think; but this being now decided by the voice of the nation, announced according to the rules of 
the Constitution, all will, of course, arrange themselves under the will of the law, and unite in common efforts for 
the common good. All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, that though the will of the majority is in all cases 
to prevail, that will to be rightful must be reasonable; that the minority possess their equal rights, which equal law 
must protect, and to violate would be oppression. Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and one mind. 
Let us restore to social intercourse that harmony and affection without which liberty and even life itself are but 
dreary things. And let us reflect that, having banished from our land that religious intolerance under which mankind 
so long bled and suffered, we have yet gained little if we countenance a political intolerance as despotic, as wicked, 
and capable of as bitter and bloody persecutions. During the throes and convulsions of the ancient world, during 
the agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seeking through blood and slaughter his long-lost liberty, it was not 
wonderful that the agitation of the billows should reach even this distant and peaceful shore; that this should be 
more felt and feared by some and less by others, and should divide opinions as to measures of safety. But every 
difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. We have called by different names brethren of the same 
principle. We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists. If there be any among us who would wish to dissolve this 
Union or to change its republican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the safety with which error of 
opinion may be tolerated where reason is left free to combat it. I know, indeed, that some honest men fear that a 
republican government can not be strong, that this Government is not strong enough; but would the honest patriot, 
in the full tide of successful experiment, abandon a government which has so far kept us free and firm on the 
theoretic and visionary fear that this Government, the world's best hope, may by possibility want energy to 
preserve itself? I trust not. I believe this, on the contrary, the strongest Government on earth. I believe it the only 
one where every man, at the call of the law, would fly to the standard of the law, and would meet invasions of the 
public order as his own personal concern. Sometimes it is said that man can not be trusted with the government of 
himself. Can he, then, be trusted with the government of others? Or have we found angels in the forms of kings to 
govern him? Let history answer this question.

Document 5— The Virginia Resolutions, 1798

That the General Assembly doth particularly protest against the palpable and alarming infractions of 
the Constitution, in the two late cases of the "Alien and Sedition Acts" passed at the last session of Congress; the 
first of which exercises a power no where delegated to the federal government, and which by uniting legislative and 
judicial powers to those of executive, subverts the general principles of free government; as well as the particular 
organization, and positive provisions of the federal constitution; and the other of which acts, exercises in like 
manner, a power not delegated by the constitution, but on the contrary, expressly and positively forbidden by one 
of the amendments thererto; a power, which more than any other, ought to produce universal alarm, because it is 
levelled against that right of freely examining public characters and measures, and of free communication among the 
people thereon, which has ever been justly deemed, the only effectual guardian of every other right.

That this state having by its Convention, which ratified the federal Constitution, expressly declared, that among 
other essential rights, "the Liberty of Conscience and of the Press cannot be cancelled, abridged, restrained, or 
modified by any authority of the United States," and from its extreme anxiety to guard these rights from every 
possible attack of sophistry or ambition, having with other states, recommended an amendment for that purpose, 
which amendment was, in due time, annexed to the Constitution; it would mark a reproachable inconsistency, and 
criminal degeneracy, if an indifference were now shewn, to the most palpable violation of one of the Rights, thus 
declared and secured; and to the establishment of a precedent which may be fatal to the other.
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Document 6—- The Whiskey Rebellion, 1794

George Washington reviewing the troops being deployed against the Whiskey Rebellion - Washington Reviewing the Western 
Army, at Fort Cumberland, Maryland, ca.1795. [63.201.2]. Courtesy The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY.

Document 7— The Alien and Sedition Acts, 1797

SEC. 2. And be it farther enacted, That if any person shall write, print, utter or publish, or shall cause or procure to 
be written, printed, uttered or published, or shall knowingly and willingly assist or aid in writing, printing, uttering or 
publishing any false, scandalous and malicious writing or writings against the government of the United States, or 
either house of the Congress of the United States, or the President of the United States, with intent to defame the 
said government, or either house of the said Congress, or the said President, or to bring them, or either of them, 
into contempt or disrepute; or to excite against them, or either or any of them, the hatred of the good people of 
the United States, or to stir up sedition within the United States, or to excite any unlawful combinations therein, 
for opposing or resisting any law of the United States, or any act of the President of the United States, done in 
pursuance of any such law, or of the powers in him vested by the constitution of the United States, or to resist, 
oppose, or defeat any such law or act, or to aid, encourage or abet any hostile designs of any foreign nation against 
United States, their people or government, then such person, being thereof convicted before any court of the 
United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, and by 
imprisonment not exceeding two years.


