
Unit 6— DBQ Practice Exercise-

Evaluate the effects of industrialization on US society in the years 1865 to 1900.

Document 1— Graph— food prices continue to fall throughout the period; fuel and lighting prices continue to fall 
during the period; and the cost of living changes very little, but begins to also fall around 1890 (1889)

Document 2— Selection from an academic journal by David A. Wells (1889)- factory work made American workers 
less creative- plus, it gave them a very rigid and scheduled life (but, it made their bosses wealthier and more 
responsible for their productivity)

Document 3— Political Cartoon by Joseph Keppler of Puck Magazine, 1889- The Bosses of the Senate- it looks like 
the US Senate is in the hands of the big business owners

Document 4— a selection from Andrew Carnegie’s book in 1889, the Gospel of Wealth- Social Darwinism- that the 
wealthy should administer giving money to those less fortunate than them because they do not believe that they 
can handle money

Document 5— People’s Party Platform (1892)— seeking government intervention and the regulation of American 
big business

Documents 3 and 5— Discuss the effects of Industrialization on American politics.

From 1865 to 1900, the rise of big business in America would have a tremendous impact on American politics. 
During the 1870s, as big businesses expanded the federal government continued to subsidize or support them with 
financial backing which meant that a cozy relationship between big business leaders and American politicians 
developed throughout this period. In the political cartoon from Puck Magazine, entitled, “The Bosses of the Senate,” 
American politicians are seen as being controlled by the leaders of big business. This meant that the cozy 
relationship between the big business leaders and the political class in America was to the benefit of the business 
leaders and the growing wealth and power of their corporations. The point of view of the cartoon is that the 
average American citizen has little power over the growth of American business and that the politicians that they 
have elected to represent them are under the control of a few very wealthy, unelected, business leaders (Document 
3- The Bosses of the Senate). By 1892, a new political movement arose in the states of the Midwest spearheaded by 
American farmers as a reaction to the growth of big business and to the increasing power that they would have 
over American politicians. The People’s Party Platform (or, the Populists) introduces the idea of the government 
regulation of big business. As farmers, the Populists wanted to specifically regulate two major American corporate 
entities— big banking empires (such as that of J.P. Morgan) and the railroads which were two of the major 
industries of the period (Document 5— The People’s Party Platform). The demise of the Populist Party after the 
1896 election and the growth of progressivism in its wake would lead to politicians in the 20th century who would 
in fact begin the process of regulating big business— such as Theodore Roosevelt. 


