
APUSH Examination Review Guide

Unit 5– 1844-1877

Section 1— Significance of Turning Points

1844

Changes— Manifest Destiny, annexation of Texas, election of Polk, trouble w/Mexico, massive immigration 
from northern Europe

Continuities— slavery, reform movements, 1st Industrial Revolution, Native American conflict, sectional 
issues

Turning Point: The election of Polk in 1844 put Manifest Destiny on the table, plus, it put America onto a 
defined course toward the oncoming Civil War— the greatest crisis to this point in American history.

1877

Changes— Reconstruction concludes, the reunification of the nation begins uneasily, civil rights begin 
being stripped from African-Americans once more after the Civil War period

Continuities— Native American conflict, westward expansion, 2nd Industrial Revolution, immigration, and 
urbanization

Turning Point: The end of Reconstruction and the beginning of the end of the Native American way of life, 
plus, the unbridled growth of American industry meant that Americans would be moving into a new era 
beyond the Civil War with a movement toward economic imperialism.

Section 2— Key Terms as Defined by the Curriculum Framework

Manifest Destiny— Peopling (Immigration and Migration)— the movement of Americans and the process 
of settling the present-day continental boundaries of the nation from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast.

Slave-based Agriculture— Identity, Work, Exchange and Technology— took on the expression of 
plantation, or for-profit agriculture through the production of cash crops using slave labor, after the Civil 
War, sharecropping replaces it.

Slavery as a Positive Good— Ideas, Beliefs and Culture— the idea espoused by Southern plantation 
owners and politicians such as John C. Calhoun that slavery was the natural and necessary position for 
all African-Americans, or people of color.

Dred-Scott Case— Politics and Power— an 1857 Supreme Court ruling that stated that Congress did 
not have the ability to limit the spread of slavery or to abolish it, only a Constitutional amendment could 
achieve the end of slavery which put the nation on the pathway legally toward the Civil War and the 
eventual 13th Amendment. 



Second American Party System— Politics and Power— after the War with Mexico and over the question 
of westward expansion, the Whig Party ceased to exist and as it was replaced by the Republican Party, 
the two-party system of sectional politics began to take shape leading up the Civil War.

Confederacy— Politics and Power— the eleven states which broke away from the United States in an 
attempt to create their own nation that was based on conservative economic principles and the 
preservation of slavery as both a social and an economic institution.

Emancipation Proclamation— Politics and Power— an executive order issued by Lincoln which began 
the process of freeing the slaves in the states that had seceded from the United States, it was the first 
step toward freedom for African-Americans during the Civil War and it changed the nature and the 
course of the conflict.

14th Amendment— Politics and Power— granted citizenship rights to African-Americans for the first 
time in the nation’s history and defined the rights of who could be a citizen in the United States- a major 
cornerstone amendment for the purpose of civil rights.

Mexican-American War— Politics and Power— conflict between the US and Mexico from 1846-1848 
which after emerging victorious would enable the US to double in size and to acquire much of the 
American Southwest. The new territories would also inaugurate controversy over the role of the 
expansion of slavery.

Abolitionists— Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture— reformers, including many women who wanted equal rights 
for African-Americans and to bring an end to the institution of slavery

Secession— Politics and Power— the idea that a state can leave the United States, it is also an act of 
treason if and when that entity goes to war against the nation

Kansas-Nebraska Act— Politics and Power— an act created by Stephen Douglas that was designed to 
use popular sovereignty as a mechanism for creating a transcontinental railroad which he wanted to fast 
track by setting up the two territories as new states— it led to pro-southerners and free-soilers moving 
into the Kansas Territory and a civil war erupting there in 1854. It also led to the creation of the 
Republican Party. 

Abraham Lincoln— Politics and Power— former Whig politician whose debates with Stephen A. Douglas 
in his election for the US Senate seat in Illinois in 1858 would propel him into the national spotlight, as 
president he would become the greatest perhaps in American history by guiding the nation through the 
Civil War.

Union— Politics and Power— the United States during the Civil War- a portion of the nation under 
Abraham Lincoln which would win the war through the use of massive government investment in both 
people and industry.

13th Amendment— Politics and Power— this amendment to the Constitution, passed as the Civil War 
had just come to a conclusion would bring an end to the institution of slavery in America in 1865.

15th Amendment— Politics and Power— this amendment to the Constitution in 1870 would grant 
African-American men the right to vote.



intensified sectionalism— American and Regional Identities— would put the nation on the pathway to 
civil war as the two sides of the nation could not come to a pathway forward over the issue of slavery.

nullification— Politics and Power— the idea that a state has the right not to obey a federal law- which is 
unconstitutional

Compromise of 1850— Politics and Power— an agreement in Congress forged by Henry Clay and 
Stephen Douglas which perhaps put the Civil War a decade away- (it featured a tougher fugitive slave law, 
abolished the slave trade in DC, made California a free state, and set-up the New Mexico and Utah 
Territories to come into the Union under the guise of popular sovereignty).

Republican Party— Politics and Power— a political party that was created out of the ashes of the 
former Whig Party that sought higher tariffs, government funding for infrastructure, and to block the 
expansion of slavery into free-soil territories in the west.

free-soil— Politics and Power— as Americans moved into the West- some wanted to removed the 
competition of slavery from the territories acquired from the War with Mexico in 1848.

Radical Republicans— Politics and Power— Republicans led by Charles Sumner and Thaddeus Stevens 
who wished to extend and protect the civil rights of all African-American freedmen and to punish the 
South during the process of Reconstruction.

Sharecropping System— Ideas, Work, Exchange, and Technology— after the end of slavery a system of 
rental farming which kept African-American families who owned no property, had not money, and 
possessed no education after the Civil War in a cycle of constant debt and kept them in segregated 
conditions often on the land that they had toiled on as slaves during the waning years of Reconstruction.  

Section 3— Primary Source Analysis

Source One

Title- The Gettysburg Address

Author- Abraham Lincoln

Point-of-View- The Civil War was fought to promote the ideal of freedom for all people and to preserve 
the Union and its constitutional form of government.

Purpose- The address was designed to dedicate the cemetery to the Union veterans who were killed in 
the Battle of Gettysburg. It was a memorial speech.

Historical Context- The Civil War had just seen its turning point in favor of the Union with the twin 
victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg and now with Grant and Sherman at the helm of the Union armies 
is poised after another brutal year and a half of fighting to bring the conflict to a conclusion with a Union 
victory.



Source Two

Title- A Compromise Proposal for the Thirteenth Amendment

Authors- William Pennington and John C. Breckinridge 

Point-of-View- If a law could be passed by Congress that would protect the institution of slavery that the 
Civil War could be avoided.

Purpose- The purpose of the law was to protect the institution of slavery.

Historical Context- When this amendment was proposed, the Civil War had already began eighteen days 
earlier as Confederate forces had already fired on the garrison at Fort Sumter, near Charleston, South 
Carolina on April 12, 1861. 

Section 4— Turning Points in US History:

1854

Changes— plans for a transcontinental railroad and the development of the current two-party system

Continuities— slavery, westward expansion, the First Industrial Revolution, and Native American conflict

Turning Point: the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the beginning of a civil war in the Kansas Territory

1863

Changes— the Emancipation Proclamation, the twin Union victories of Gettysburg and Vicksburg, and 
the elevation of Grant as the overall Union commander in the Civil War

Continuities— the Civil War, slavery in territories not covered by the Emancipation Proclamation, 
Lincoln’s leadership, Union victories in the Civil War, industrial growth, and Native American conflict

Turning Point: The events of the year 1863, cement a Union victory in the Civil War which will eventually 
bring slavery to an end and put the pathway of the nation onto becoming a global industrial power.

Section 5— Crash Course Video Review Guides:

Video #17— War and Expansion

1. Manifest Destiny— John L. O’Sullivan coined the term which meant that it was the God-given right of 
the US to take all of the land from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. 

The Costs— disease kills many of the settlers, moved in family groups on a difficult journey and both 
Native Americans and the Republic of Mexico will lost a lot of land

2. Encouraging settlement of Texas— Mexico gave land grants in Texas to the Austin family to try to 
settle the thinly populated region



The Causes of the Texas Revolution— after so many Americans make their way into Texas, out of fear of 
losing the province Mexico forbids more immigration and the importation of slaves which led to the 
Texas Revolution

3. The annexation of Texas— as Texas became a republic for nine short debt-ridden years, it would later 
apply to be a part of the US

For— Polk and the former supporters of Andrew Jackson- expansion of slavery

Against— fear of war over Texas becoming a slave state

4. The War with Mexico

For— the Polk administration and the desire for California

Against— writers such as Henry David Thoreau and Abraham Lincoln

5. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo— ended the war with Mexico and gave us much of the territory of 
the American Southwest (Manifest Destiny completed)

Problems— Hispanics and Native Americans in large numbers now became US citizens (anti-catholic and 
anti-immigrant sentiment was rising at the time— Know-Nothing Party)

6. What was the impact of the California Gold Rush? the non-Indian and non-Hispanic migrants enabled 
it to become a state

7. What was the importance of the Mystery Document?— Norman Ossing- whites were the only ones 
mentioned in it, despite the early state having tremendous diversity

8. What were some of the effects of the California Constitution?— native population of Indians became 
slaves and their population was decimated and Mexican-Americans often lost their lands 

9. What did the Free-Soil Party hope to achieve?— having California and the western territories opened 
for whites only without slavery

How were they not unracist?— they nominated a white set of politicians (Van Buren and Cass) who gave 
a Whig slave-holder, Zachary Taylor the presidency in 1848.

10. What were the four major points of the Compromise of 1850?— California became a free state, slave 
trade outlawed in DC, a new fugitive slave law was enacted, and popular sovereignty for the new 
territories of New Mexico and Utah over the issue of slavery (or not).

Video #18— 1860 and the Road to the Civil War:

1. What were the four issues leading to the war?

slavery, state’ rights (over slavery), westward expansion (over slavery), nationalism (over slavery); and 
competing economic systems (over slavery)



2. What were the provisions of the Fugitive Slave Act and its effects? — any citizen should turn in any 
slave by law- making every person responsible for enforcing the law and impinging their conscience 
(convinced Northerners that pro-slavery Congressmen controlled the government)

3. Why did Douglas push for the Kansas-Nebraska Act, what is its central feature, and what were two 
effects of it?— to build a Transcontinental Railroad; formalized popular sovereignty; it ended the 
Compromise of 1820 line and led to the development of the Republican Party of the free states of the 
north and the west

4. What is offered as a Slave Power Conspiracy in the federal government?— the Kansas-Nebraska Act 
(it had double the population of the South); threatened the development of free white people extending 
into the west 

5. What role did Missouri play in the popular sovereignty elections in Kansas?— it brought pro-slavery 
ruffians into Kansas which led to free-soilers coming into Kansas, John Brown’s murders and a civil war 
in the new territory

6. What were the two components of the ruling in the Dred Scott Case and the implications of them?— 
ruled that whites were superior and that slavery could exist anywhere (it could not be limited by 
Congress); convinced the northerners that there was a slave power conspiracy and that there was no 
such thing as a free or slave state

7. What was the goal of John Brown’s raid and its effects?— to arm the slaves who would kill their 
masters- became a martyr to the abolitionist cause

8. How was the election of 1860 a mess?— the Democratic Party split into Northern and Southern 
wings

9. How did the demographics of Lincoln’s election showcase to both Northerns and Southerners alike, 
that slavery was over?— Lincoln did not receive a single vote from a Southern state

Video #20— The Civil War- Part 1 of II:

1. What was the death toll in the Civil War and contrast it with all of the other US wars— 
680,000-800,000 Americans died- deadlier than all American wars combined

2. What was the importance of the border states?— all did not secede, all were slave states

3. Lincoln’s Quote— What was the war about?— slavery was the cause for the war

4. List the Northern and Southern advantages in the war.— Northern- population, manufacturing, 
railroads, agriculture and Southern- military leadership early in the war

5. What were the three problems the South had to overcome and what was their strategy for 
overcoming it?— the South has to create a government, a sense of national unity, and class conflict— to 
overcome it, focus on fighting the war and try to prolong it so that the Union would simply give up. 



6. What does the Mystery Document indicate and what statistics as the Battles of the Wilderness and 
Cold Harbor support it? — that despite heavy losses he would pursue the goal of wearing down and too 
destroy the South.

7. What two arguments undermine the following statement: “Some argue that the North had superior 
motivation to prosecute the war.”— many Union men did not care about the issue of slavery and 
motivations hinged on victories

8. Explain the two turning points of the war and their significance according to historian James 
McPherson:

— July, 1863- Vickburg and Gettysburg —split the Confederacy in two and the South could never invade 
the North again

— August, 1864- Sherman took Atlanta and led to Lincoln’s re-election and the continuation of the war 
to a victory for the Union.

Video #21— The Civil War- Part II of II:

1. Explain the disparate arguments with respect to the contention that Lincoln did or did not free the 
slaves— they were freed by areas in rebellion against the Union, but he did not free those in territories 
under his control; slaves freed themselves by running them away (support for the 13th Amendment and 
ending the war with slavery at an end)

2. List the effects of the Emancipation Proclamation.— slaves joined Union armies and it shifted the 
course of the war preventing foreign recognition

3. Explain how in the Gettysburg Address, Lincoln fostered the idea that the Civil War a second American 
Revolution.— a new birth of freedom and ending slavery

4. Explain how the Civil War shifted the way in which wars were fought with the exception of  WW I.— 
first modern war using new technologies

5. What were the effects of the Civil War?— cemeteries, writers, and others would see the impact of 
war differently through photography— nation-building- occurred that embraced government 
centralization and industrialization (United States are versus United States is….); Homestead Act— 
settling of the west; Morrill Land Grant Act— new land-grant colleges; and the Pacific Railway Act to 
build the Transcontinental Railroad— Congress also passed paper currency and the first income tax.

6. How much cheaper would it have been to buy the freedom of the slaves and land than to have fought 
the war?— the war was costlier $6.7 billion dollars versus $3.1— Hamilton wins versus Jefferson- it 
created the nation we have become. 

Video #22— Reconstruction and 1876:

1. What is the Johnson trifecta and what did the Johnson state governments look like?

Johnson was a racist, felt that secession was illegal, and resented white Southern elites— his state 
governments were all white and oppressed the former slaves 



2. What changed for the freedmen and what did not? Freedman’s Bureau established schools, set-up 
confiscated and abandoned federal land for former slaves, and colleges and universities (African-
American only)

3. Explain how sharecropping does and does not work.— all land was returned to former slave owners; 
so landowning whites supplied tools, seed, and a home- but, also set prices and rents and so therefore 
controlled the destiny of the freemen and so sharecropping became a cycle of entrenched poverty. Most 
sharecroppers were white and it became a quasi-feudal system that led to the development of an 
economically depressed part of our nation. 

4. How did the civil rights bill become law, what’s the significance of it, and why pass the 14th 
amendment?— Radical Republicans in Congress- defined persons born as citizens and after overriding 
Johnson’s veto passed the 14th amendment which guaranteed citizenship and equal protection under the 
laws. 

5. What were the black codes, their provisions, and their significance?— replaced the word slave with the 
word negro— and stripped them of their rights

6. What were the accomplishments of the Southern Republican Freedmen led state governments and 
their failures?— served in political office, a school system that attempted to educated both white and 
black children, though it was segregated, and governments which worked for all of their people

7. How did southern white democrats regain power in the souther states? (White southerners could not 
accept African-Americans voting— Ku Klux Klan was a terrorist organization; fewer blacks voted, so 
conservative Democrats became more powerful again); Panic of 1873 led to no stomach for 
Reconstruction. 

8. What three reasons prior to the election of 1876 helps explain why Reconstruction was in decline?— 
Panic of 1873, Democratic resurgence in the South and North, and the taxes that were unpopular to pay 
for Reconstruction investments— Hayes wins a disputed election, and due to compromise 
Reconstruction came to an end in the South. 

9. Describe life after Reconstruction for freedmen?— states went back to restricting African-American 
rights, established Jim Crow laws, and in led to hope for a future civil rights movement. 


