
The Second Two-Party System

How did Jackson kill the Bank of the United States and what were the consequences of his 
subsequent actions? How did the Bank War impact the fortunes of his successor— Martin van 
Buren?

How did Martin van Buren attempt to deal with the Panic of 1837? How were the Whigs able to 
emerge victorious in 1840?

Create a profile. Who would have been a Democrat by 1840 and how would that person have 
stood on the issues of the day? Who would have been a Whig by 1840 and how would that 
person have stood on the issues of the day?

What major issues did the travels and writings of Alexis de Tocqueville reveal about the state of 
American affairs in the 1830s? 

Graphic Organizer:

Create a graphic organizer which analyzes the development of the two-party system and how it 
was impacted by the growth of regional identities from 1800-1848. With your graphic organizer, 
you should do the following:

* Create a timeline of key political events from 1800-1848 that you can use as evidence to show 
the process of continuity and change over time.

* Create quick thumbnail profiles to show how a person who belonged to each of the following 
political groups or region of the country would have stood on the issues ( for example— 
slavery, industrialization, tariff policies, expansion, foreign policy, interpreting the constitution, 
or the use of government power) of the day— a Republican, a Federalist, a Democrat, and a 
Whig.

* Examine the importance of how certain institutions, or agencies would have been viewed by 
each opposing political group or region of the country— for example, the Bank of the United 
States and the Marshall Court. Also, do not forget the importance of certain sets of policy 
proposals such as Alexander Hamilton’s financial programs, or Henry Clay’s American System. 


