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Discussion Question Assignment

Topic 1— The Home Front:

The Arsenal of Democracy

a. What problems occurred as the nation mobilized its industrial capacity for the war? How did the war lead to 
affluence for a nation that had been mired in the depression prior to it?

A Nation on the Move

b. How did the war transform the nation from a demographic standpoint? How did the war impact the following 
groups in American life—

* Women
* African-Americans
* Hispanic-Americans
* Japanese-Americans

Win-the-War Politics

c. Why did FDR nominate Harry Truman as his vice-president and what was the make-up of the Congress that FDR 
had to work with throughout the war experience? Why was FDR able to win a fourth term as president in 1944? 

Topic 2— The Pathway to Victory in World War II

1. What was the goal of the D-Day invasion and what did it achieve? How did the war come to an end in Europe 
after the Battle of the Bulge? What humanitarian crisis awaited Allied soldiers in the aftermath of the conflict in 
Europe?

2. What important diplomatic breakthroughs were made with the Soviets early in the war? What were the 
implications of the wartime conferences between FDR, Churchill, and Stalin, at Teheran and Yalta? How would 
the death of FDR and the end of the war impact the relationship between the United States and the Soviet 
Union?

3. What was the importance of the Battle of Leyte Gulf in the Pacific War? What three options for bringing the 
war to a conclusion presented themselves to the United States and its Allies and ultimately why was it decided 
to use the atomic bomb developed by the Manhattan Project? What was the legacy of World War II for the 
United States and its people? 


