
 
 

UNITED STATES HISTORYSECTION II 
Question 1 (Document-Based Question) 
Suggested Reading period: 15 minutes 
Suggested writing period: 40 minutes 

 
Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the 
purpose of this exercise. You are advised to spend 15 minutes reading and planning and 40 minutes writing 
your answer. 
 
In your response, you should do the following: 

• State a relevant thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question. 
• Support the thesis or a relevant argument with evidence from all, or all but one, of the documents. 

[UNDERLINE YOUR THESIS] 
• Incorporate analysis of all, or all but one, of the documents into your argument. 
• Focus your analysis of each document on at least one of the following: intended audience, purpose, 

historical context, and/or point of view. 
• Support your argument with analysis of historical examples outside the documents 
• Connect historical phenomena relevant to your argument to broader events or processes. 
• Synthesize the elements above into a persuasive essay that extends your argument, connects it to a 

different historical context, or accounts for contradictory evidence on the topic. 
 
 
Question 1 
Some historians would argue that the period of Reconstruction during and after the Civil War, from 1865 to 
1877, the federal government failed to secure rights for African Americans.  Support, modify, or refute this 
statement. 

 
Document 1 

Source: United States Constitution 
 
The Thirteenth Amendment 
Ratified December 6, 1865 
Section 1.  Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment of a crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall exist in the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 
 
The Fourteenth Amendment 
Ratified July 9, 1868 
Section 1.  All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.  No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws. 
 
The Fifteenth Amendment 
Ratified February 3, 1870 
Section 1.  The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
of by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 

 
 
 



Document 2 
Source: The Freedmen of Edisto Island Petition to the Commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau and to the 
President for the Opportunity to Obtain Their Own Land, Edisto Island, S.C., October 1865. 
 
General: 
 
We want Homesteads; we were promised Homesteads by the government.  If it does not carry out the promises 
Its agents made to us,…we are left In a more unpleasant condition than our former.  We are at the mercy of 
those who are combined to prevent us from getting land enough to lay our Fathers bones upon… 
 
To the President of these United States: 
 
Shall not we who are Are freedman and have been always true to this Union have the same rights as are enjoyed 
by Others?...Are not our rights as A free people and good citizens of these United State To be considered before 
the rights of those who were Found in rebellion against this good and just Government (and now being 
conquered) come (as they Seem) with penitent hearts and beg forgiveness For past offenses and also ask if their 
lands Cannot be restored to them.  Are these rebellious Spirits to be reinstated in their possessions And we who 
have been abused and oppressed For many long years not be allowed the Privilege of purchasing land But be 
subject To the will of these large Land owners?  God forbid…. 
 
Unless some provision is Made our future is sad to look upon…. We therefore look to you In this trying hour as 
A true friend of the poor and Neglected race, for protection and Equal Rights, with the privilege of purchasing 
A Homestead—A Homestead right here in the Heart of South Carolina. 
 

 
Document 3 

Source: Black codes from Opelousas, Louisiana that were instituted just after the end of the Civil War. 
 
1. "No negro or freedmen shall be allowed to come within the limits of the town of Opelousas without 
special permission from his employers. Whoever breaks this law will go to jail and work for two days on 
the public streets, or pay a fine of five dollars.” 
 
2. “No negro or freedman shall be permitted to rent or keep a house in town under any circumstances. No 
negro or freedman shall live within the town who does not work for some white person or former owner.” 
 
3. “No public meetings of negroes or freedmen shall be allowed within the town.” 
 
4. “No freedman shall be allowed to carry firearms, or any kind of weapons. No freedman shall sell or 
exchange any article of merchandise within the limits of Opelousas without permission in writing from his 
employer.” 
 
5. “Every negro is to be in the service of (work for) some white person, or former owner.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 4 
Source: A. R. Waud, The First Vote, front cover of Harper’s Weekly, November 16, 1867.  www.loc.gov 

 

 
 
  



Document 5 
Source: The Freedman’s Bureau Records of the Commissioner for the State of Louisiana.  List of Murders and 
Other Outrages reported to Headquarters Bu. R. F. and A. Lands, District of Louisiana during the month of 
November 1868. (Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, 18665-1869) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 6 
Source: Frederick Douglass, Autobiography, The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, 1882 

 
Nothing was to have been expected other than what has happened, and he is a poor student of the human heart 
who does not see that the old master class would naturally employ every power and means in their reach to 
make the great measure of emancipation unsuccessful and utterly odious. It was born in the tempest of war, and 
has lived in a storm of violence and blood…. 
 
Taking all the circumstances into consideration, the colored people have no reason to despair. We still live, and 
while there is life there is hope. The fact that we have endured wrongs and hardships which would have 
destroyed any other race, and have increased in numbers and public consideration, ought to strengthen our faith 
in ourselves and our future. Let us then, wherever we are, whether at the North or at the South, resolutely 
struggle on in the belief that there is a better day coming, and that we, by patience, industry, uprightness, and 
economy may hasten that better day. I will not listen, myself, and I would not have you listen to the nonsense, 
that no people can succeed in life among a people by whom they have been despised and oppressed. 

  
 

Document 7 
Source: Records of the Assistant Commissioner for the State of Tennessee, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands, National Archives.  This contract, representative of thousands, originated in Shelby County, 
Tennessee.  The laborers sign with an X, as they are illiterate, 1866. 
 
Thomas J. Ross agrees to employ the Freedmen to plant and raise a crop on his Rosstown Plantation . . . On the 
following Rules, Regulations and Renumerations. 
 
The said Ross agrees to furnish the land to cultivate, and a sufficient number of mules & horses and feed them 
to make and house said crop and all necessary farming utensils to carry on the same and to give unto said 
Freedmen whose names appear below one half of all the cotton, corn and wheat that is raised on said place for 
the year 1866 after all the necessary expenses are deducted out that accrues on said crop . . . .  
 
And we the said Freedmen agrees to furnish ourselves & families in provisions, clothing, medicine and medical 
bills and all, and every kind of other expenses that we may incur on said plantation for the year 1866 free of 
charge to said Ross.  Should the said Ross furnish us any of the above supplies or any other kind of expenses, 
during said year, are to settle and pay him out of the net proceeds of our part of the crop the retail price of the 
county at time of sale or any price we may agree upon . . . .  
 
We furthermore bind ourselves to and with said Ross that we will do good work and labor ten hours a day on an 
average, winter and summer.  The time to run from the time we commence to the time we quit . . . . We further 
agree that we will lose all lost time, or pay at the rate of one dollar per day, rainy days excepted.  In sickness 
and women lying in childbed are to lose the time and account for it to the other hands out of his or her part of 
the crop at the same rates that she or they may receive per annum . . . .  
 
Samuel (X) Johnson, Thomas (X) Richard, Tinny (X) Fitch, Jessie (X) Simmons, Sophe (X) Pruden, Henry (X) 
Pruden, Frances (X) Pruden, Elijah (X) Smith 
 


