
The Cold War Expands

Identifications:

Imperialism
Decolonization
Military-Industrial Complex
Third World
Domino Theory

Discussion Items:

a. Why did the United States have a tricky relationship with the nations of the Third World and have to compete 
with the Soviet Union for influence?

b. Why did the United States seek to intervene militarily in places such as Korea, Vietnam, and Cuba?
c. Why did the United States not dismantle its military as it had done after previous conflicts and what impact 

would this have in differing parts of the nation?
d. How would the Cold War military-industrial complex have profound implications for the American economy?
e. What implications would the struggle for the Third World have for Americans at home and how would it pro-

foundly highlight the struggle for civil rights in America?

Document Analysis Assignment:

President Dwight David Eisenhower— “Atoms for Peace,” Speech, 1953—

I would be prepared to submit to the Congress of the United States, and with every expectation of approval, any 
such plan that would, first, encourage world-wide investigation into the most effective peacetime uses of fissionable 
material, and with the certainty that the investigators had all the material needed for the conducting of all experi-
ments that were appropriate; second, begin to diminish the potential destructive power of the world’s atomic 
stockpiles; third, allow all peoples of all nations to see that, in this enlightened age, the great Powers of the earth, 
both of the East and of the West, are interested in human aspirations first rather than in building up the armaments 
of war; fourth, open up a new channel for peaceful discussion and initiative at least a new approach to the many 
difficult problems that must be solved in both private and public conversations if the world is to shake off the iner-
tia imposed by fear and is to make positive progress towards peace.

Against the dark background of the atomic bomb, the United States does not wish merely to present strength, but 
also the desire and the hope for peace. The coming months will be fraught with fateful decisions. In this Assembly, in 
the capitals and military headquarters of the world, in the hearts of men everywhere, be they governed or gover-
nors, may they be the decisions which will lead this world out of fear and into peace.

To the making of these fateful decisions, the United States pledges before you, and therefore before the world, its 
determination to help solve the fearful atomic dilemma – to devote its entire heart and mind to finding the way by 
which the miraculous inventiveness of man shall not be dedicated to his death, but consecrated to his life.

Thought Question:

* How does Eisenhower view the future of nuclear power and the role of the United States as a superpower? 


