
Manifest Destiny and the War with Mexico

1821-1848

a. Why did settlers began the process of moving westward in the 1830s and 1840s? How was 
the United States able to establish a secure northeastern border with British Canada? What led 
Americans to become more interested in the following provinces that had once been a part of 
the Spanish Empire, but were now owned by the Republic of Mexico?

* New Mexico
* California
* Texas

b. What led to tensions between the American settlers in Texas and the authorities of the 
Mexican government? How did the Texans win their independence from Mexico and what was 
the immediate reaction of the Jackson administration? 

c. Support, modify, or refute the statement given below—

* The annexation of Texas was a pro-slavery scheme that began the process of tearing the 
Union apart as it would lead to the acquisition of more western territories after a divisive 
conflict with Mexico and further ignited questions about the expansion of the institution of 
slavery. It was an important, but often overlooked, early step toward the Civil War. 

Who would have supported the statement above and who would have opposed it? 

d. How did Texas become annexed to the Union in 1845 and what problems did its entrance 
into the Union introduce? How did James K. Polk win the Election of 1844 and what issues did 
he run his campaign on? 

e. What is the meaning of Manifest Destiny? How did Polk settle the question of the border 
with British Canada in the Northwest and acquire the Oregon Country (present-day states of 
Oregon and Washington)?

f.  Why did the United States go to war with Mexico and how did the nation win a complete 
victory? How did the nation react to the war with Mexico and what did it acquire from the 
peace settlement which brought the conflict to a conclusion? 


