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Reading Review Questions:

A War for Principle

a. What were the chief causes for the Spanish-American War? What attempts do the two sides make to 
try to avoid the conflict? What was the Teller Amendment?

“A Splendid Little War”

b. What issues did the nation have entering into the Spanish-American War? How did Americans 
approach going to war against Spain? What does this tell us about the military on the eve of the 
twentieth century?

“Smoked Yankees”

c. Which African-American units would fight in the Spanish-American War and what had been their 
wartime experience? What problems did the African-American units face while going into the conflict? 
What major roles would African-American units play in the conflict?

The Course of the War

d. How did McKinley wish to approach the conflict from the beginning? How did the American forces 
capture the Philippines? How did the American forces capture both Cuba and Puerto Rico? 

Document Analysis Assignment Set: 

1. What type of document is each of the items below?
2. What are the two documents discussing about the expanding role of the United States on the world 

stage from 1865-1910?
3. What events or processes (contextualization) are the two documents addressing during the period 

from 1865-1910?
4. How can we connect the two documents by what each one is addressing about the expanding role 

of America in world affairs from 1865-1910? 
5. For each document, discuss one of the following—  point of view, purpose, or audience.

Document 1—

Source: Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan, The Interest of America in Sea Power, Present and Future, 1897.

To affirm the importance of distant markets, and the relation to them of our own immense powers of 
production, implies logically the recognition of the link that joins the products and the markets,—that is, 
the carrying trade; the three together constituting that chain of maritime power to which Great Britain 
owes her wealth and greatness. Further, is it too much to say that, as two of these links, the shipping and 
the markets, are exterior to our own borders, the acknowledgment of them carries with it a view of the 
relations of the United States to the world radically distinct from the simple idea of self-sufficingness?... 
There will dawn the realization of America’s unique position, facing the older worlds of the East and 



West, her shores washed by the oceans which touch the one or the other, but which are common to 
her alone. 

Despite a certain great original superiority conferred by our geographical nearness and immense 
resources,—due, in other words, to our natural advantages, and not to our intelligent preparations,—the 
United States is woefully unready, not only in fact but in purpose, to assert in the Caribbean and Central 
America a weight of influence proportioned to the extent of her interests. We have not the navy, and, 
what is worse, we are not willing to have the navy, that will weigh seriously in any disputes with those 
nations whose interests will conflict there with our own. We have not, and we are not anxious to 
provide, the defence of the seaboard which will leave the navy free for its work at sea. We have not, but 
many other powers have, positions, either within or on the borders of the Caribbean.

Document 2— 

Source: John Hay, United States Secretary of State, The Second Open Door Note, July 3, 1900. 

To the Representatives of the United States at Berlin, London, Paris, Rome, St. Petersburg, and Tokyo 
Washington, July 3, 1900.

In this critical posture of affairs in China it is deemed appropriate to define the attitude of the United 
States as far as present circumstances permit this to be done. We adhere to the policy . . . of peace with 
the Chinese nation, of furtherance of lawful commerce, and of protection of lives and property of our 
citizens by all means guaranteed under extraterritorial treaty rights and by the law of nations. . . . We 
regard the condition at Pekin[g] as one of virtual anarchy. . . . The purpose of the President is . . . to act 
concurrently with the other powers; first, in opening up communication with Pekin[g] and rescuing the 
American officials, missionaries, and other Americans who are in danger; secondly, in affording all possible 
protection everywhere in China to American life and property; thirdly, in guarding and protecting all 
legitimate American interests; and fourthly, in aiding to prevent a spread of the disorders to the other 
provinces of the Empire and a recurrence of such disasters. . . . The policy of the Government of the 
United States is to seek a solution which may bring about permanent safety and peace to China, 
preserve Chinese territorial and administrative entity, protect all rights guaranteed to friendly powers by 
treaty and international law, and safeguard for the world the principle of equal and impartial trade with 
all parts of the Chinese Empire.


