
Looking at US— America in the Present
1980-2016

Section 1— The New Right in Power, Morning in America, and African American 
Life in Reagan’s America

Identifications:

Supply-side economics, Laffer Curve, PATCO, Morning in America, DLC, Tax Reform Act of 1986, 
Immigration Reform and Control Act, racial diversity, 

Discussion Items:

a. How did Reaganomics work in principle? What problems did Reagan’s administration face and what did 
it achieve? How did the Democratic Party become divided in the election of 1984? How did Reagan’s 
administration remake the American judiciary? What gains did African-Americans make during the 
Reagan years? What problems did African-Americans face during the Reagan years? 

Section 2— Bad Times and Good Times, The Culture Wars of the 1980s, and the 
New Right Abroad

Identifications: 

foreclosures, savings and loan institutions, popular culture, MTV, Hyde Amendment, Operation Rescue, 
AIDS, Reagan Doctrine, Operation Urgent Fury, SDI, Boland Amendment, Iran-Contra Affair, perestroika, 
glasnost, and the INF Treaty

Discussion Items: 

a. Why did working-class Americans struggle during the Reagan years? Why did farmers in particular 
struggle during the Reagan years? How did wealthy Americans fare during the Reagan years and why did 
a financial crisis occur in 1987? How did American film represent the growing divide between how 
Americans saw the war in Vietnam? What impact would MTV have on the culture wars of the 1980s? 
Why did the issue of abortion increasingly divide Americans— polarizing us during the 1980s? How did 
the Reagan administration handle the AIDS epidemic?

b. How did Reagan handle issues with communism and its spread into Latin America and the Caribbean? 
What led to the Iran-Contra Affair and how was the Reagan administration involved? What led to the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and how did the policies of the Reagan administration hasten its demise?  



Section 3— American Politics Before September 11, 2001 and September 11th and 
the War on Terror

Identifications:

Operation Desert Storm, New Democrat, welfare reform, NAFTA, Christian Coalition, Contract with 
America, 9/11, al-Qaeda, Bush Doctrine, Operation Enduring Freedom, and regime change

Discussion Items:

a. Why was the Bush administration never able to fully unite conservatives despite his successes in 
foreign policy? What controversies dogged the Clinton administration throughout his two terms in 
office? What conservative measures were put in place by the Clinton administration and why was the 
economy so successful during it? What victories in foreign policy were won during the Clinton years? 
Why was Clinton ultimately impeached and how would this impact the election of 2000?

b. What happened on 9/11 and how did it trigger the longest conflict in American history? Why did the 
United States become involved in a ground war in Iraq? What programs did the Bush administration put 
into place during his first term? 

Section 4— The End of the Bush Years, The Great Recession, and the Obama Years

Identifications:

War on Terror, Gitmo, Hurricane Katrina, The Surge, Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, mortgages, Tea Party, 
Obamacare, Great Recession, Citizens United vs. FEC, IPCC, and Make America Great Again

Discussion Items: 

a. What major problems would stymy the Bush administration in its second term? What problems in the 
US economy would lead to the Great Recession? What were the successes and failures of the Obama 
administration? What led to the recent polarization in America? What led to the election of Donald 
Trump in 2016? What problems would haunt the Trump administration in its first two years?  

Section 5— New Horizons and the Conclusion

Thought Question:

What major changes occurred in American life during the 21st century and how have they come to 
define the America of the present? 


