
 

 

 

 

An Empire on Rails and Industrial Development 
 
 

a. Examine the following items as they relate to industrial development— 

 

* What natural resources and sources of labor influenced the industrial growth of the nation? 

* How did new inventions transform the new industrial economy? 

* How did the levels of government work together to transform the new industrial economy? 

* Where did industrial growth occur during this period in the Gilded Age? 

* Why did tremendous industrial growth occur in American industry? 

 

b. What impact did the railroads have on social and economic life in America? Name three ways in which 

the railroads changed the American way of life and discuss their importance.  

 

c. Discuss the following items as they relate to the development of America’s railroads— 

 

* What role did the federal and state governments play in the development of the railroad system? 

* How did trunk lines link the nation and new innovations transform the railroads? 

* When was the first transcontinental railroad system created?  

* Where did the first transcontinental railroad system begin the process of construction— in both the 

East and the West? 

* Why did an investment banker, such as J. P. Morgan, become so powerful by imposing a sense of order 

on the railroad industry?  

 

d. How did steel change the face of America? Why was the Bessemer process so important in changing 

the nature of the development of steel? Where did the ore come from to create steel and too, where 

was steel mostly manufactured? When did Carnegie create his business, develop the largest industrial 

company in the world, and sell it to create the first billion dollar corporation? What is vertical integration? 

 

e. How was petroleum first used before the introduction of the combustion engine? Why did John D. 

Rockefeller become one of the world’s richest businessmen by changing the nature of the petroleum 

industry? Where did the petroleum industry have its origins and by 1900, what areas remained untapped? 

When did Standard Oil become a trust? What are monopolies, trusts, and holding companies?  

 

f. How did the following inventions transform American life? — Discuss the following: inventions which 

transformed communication, inventions which transformed the American diet, and the innovations 

developed by Thomas Edison. How did electricity change the American way of life and who transformed 

it into a medium that could deliver power over great distances?  


