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THE SPANISH EMPIRE IN 
NORTH AMERICA

• The Spanish Empire in North America was 
centered in present-day New Mexico with the 
settlements of Santa Fe and Taos being 
established in 1608 and 1615. 

• After the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, the Spanish 
return and establish settlements in New 
Mexico, Texas, Arizona and California- mostly as 
protective barriers and to provide a presence 
in the lands north of the provinces of Mexico. 
By 1763, the lands claimed by the Spanish 
remain thinly populated.

• The Spanish develop the self-sustaining mission 
system which was designed to create 
agricultural communities based around the 
work of Christian missionaries who would 
work with friendly Native American groups. 



NEW FRANCE
• After the expeditions of Samuel de Champlain, 

the settlements of Montreal and Quebec are 
established as the French seek to establish 
forts and towns along navigable rivers in the 
interior of North America to take advantage of 
the fur trade with the Native Americans. 

• By 1718, as the Spanish are establishing 
present-day San Antonio, the French have 
solidified their hold on the interior of the 
North American continent by establishing the 
port settlement of New Orleans. 

• Though the French establish a lucrative fur 
trade with the Native Americans in the 
Mississippi River Valley, their settlements remain 
small and often isolated from one another.



NEW NETHERLAND
• Sailing for the Dutch in 1608 and on a second 

voyage in 1610, the English explorer, Henry 
Hudson, will explore the lands which will 
comprise the Dutch holdings in North America- 
today’s New York.

• A measured degree of cultural tolerance- unique 
for the 17th century existed in the lands 
controlled by the Dutch.

• The Dutch settlements will be taken over by the 
English in 1664 and afterword grow into 
substantial colonies controlled by the English 
crown. The Dutch had established a lucrative fur 
trade which had rivaled that of the French- and 
now, England will have access to the fur trade in 
the North and a way of linking their New England 
and Chesapeake colonies to one another. 



THE ENGLISH COLONIES
• The English colonies grew along the Atlantic coast. 

The first two settlements were at Jamestown 
established in 1607 and Plymouth established in 
1620. 

• Both English and Dutch colonies were established 
using the joint-stock corporation to fund these 
business ventures. Jamestown was a colony which 
would establish itself eventually after a tumultuous 
beginning as a center for the tobacco trade. 
Plymouth was established as a haven for religious 
dissidents- namely, the Puritans. 

• By 1733, with the establishment of Georgia, the 
last of the original colonies, the English control all 
of the Atlantic coast of North America from 
Georgia in the south, to New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts in the north. 
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