
Document-Based Question: Period 2 

(Adapted from 1993 AP U.S. History DBQ) 

Question 1 (Document-Based Question) Suggested reading and writing time: 1 hour 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your 
response. 

Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been 
edited for the purpose of this exercise. 

In your response you should do the following. 
• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a 

line of reasoning.  

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents.  

• Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in 
the documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt.  

• For at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, 
purpose, historical situation, and/or audience is relevant to an argument.  

• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the 
prompt.  

Prompt: Evaluate the extent to which English colonial societies in the New England and 
Chesapeake regions prior to 1700 were similar to one another. 



Document 1— Source: Articles of Agreement, written and signed by eight Puritan men, Springfield, 
Massachusetts, 1636. 
We whose names are underwritten, being by God’s providence engaged together to make a 
plantation...do mutually agree to certain articles and orders to be observed and kept by us and by our 
successors.... 
1. We intend by God’s grace, as soon as we can, with all convenient speed, to procure some Godly 

and faithful minister with whom we purpose to join in church covenant to walk in all the ways of 
Christ.  

2. We intend that our town shall be composed of forty families... rich and poor.  

3. That every inhabitant shall have a convenient proportion for a house lot, as we shall see [fit] for 
everyone’s quality and estate. ...  

4. That everyone shall have a share of the meadow or planting ground.... 

Document 2— Source: Captain John Smith, leader of the Virginia colony, History of Virginia, 1624. 
The worst [among us were the gold seekers who] with their golden promises made all men their slaves 
in hope of recompenses. There was no talk...but dig gold, wash gold, refine gold, load gold.... Smith, 
perceiving [we lived] from hand to mouth, caused the pinnace [small ship] to be provided with things 
fitting to get provision for the year following. 
[Two councillors] Wingfield and Kendall,...strengthened themselves with the sailors and other 
confederates [and planned to go] aboard the pinnace to alter her course and to go for England. 
Smith had the plot discovered to him. Much trouble he had to prevent it, till with...musket shot he forced 
them to stay or sink in the river; which action cost the life of Captain Kendall. 
These brawls are so disgustful, as some will say, they were better forgotten. 



Document 3— Source: John Porter, Deputy Clerk, Ship’s List of Emigrants Bound for New England 
from Weymouth, the 20th of March, 1635. 

1. Joseph Hull, of Somerset, a minister, aged 40 years  

2. Agnes Hull, his wife, aged 25 years  

3. Joan Hull, his daughter, aged 15 years  

4. Joseph Hull, his son, aged 13 years  

5. Tristram, his son, aged 11 years  

6. Elizabeth Hull, his daughter, aged 1 year  

7. Temperance, his daughter, aged 9 years  

8. Grissel Hull, his daughter, aged 5 years  

9. Dorothy Hull, his daughter, aged 3 years  

10. Judith French, his servant, aged 20 years  

11. John Wood, his servant, aged 20 years  

12. Robert Dabyn, his servant, aged 28 years  

13. Musachiell Bernard, of Batcombe, clothier in the county of Somerset, 24 years  

14. Mary Bernard, his wife, aged 28 years  

15. John Bernard, his son, aged 3 years  

16. Nathaniel, his son, aged 1 year  

~~~~~ 
21. Timothy Tabor, in Somerset of Batcombe, tailor, aged 35 years  

22. Jane Tabor, his wife, aged 35 years  

23. Jane Tabor, his daughter, aged 10 years  

24. Anne Tabor, his daughter, aged 8 years  

25. Sarah Tabor, his daughter, aged 5 years  



Document 4— Source: Ship’s List of Emigrants Bound for Virginia prior to July, l635 
These underwritten names are to be transported to Virginia, embarked in the Merchant’s Hope, Hugh 
Weston, Master, per examination by the minister of Gravesend touching their conformity to the Church 
discipline of England, and have taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy: 
Edward Towers 26 Henry Woodman 22 Richard Seems 26 Vyncent Whatter 17 James Whithedd 14 Jonas 
Watts 21 Peter Loe 22 Geo. Brocker 17 Henry Eeles 26 Jo. Dennis 22 Tho. Swayne 23 Charles Rinsden 
27 Jo. Exston 17 Wm. Luck 14 Jo. Thomas 19 Jo. Archer 21 Richard Williams 25 Francis Hutton 20 Savill 
Gascoyne 29 Rich. Bulfell 29 Rich. Jones 26 Tho. Wynes 30 Humphrey Williams 22 Edward Roberts 20 
Martin Atkinson 32 Edward Atkinson 28 Wm. Edwards 30 Nathan Braddock 31 Jeffrey Gurrish 23 Henry 
Carrell 16 Tho. Tyle 24 Gamaliel White 24 Richard Marks 19 Tho. Clever 16 Jo. Kitchin 16 Edmond 
Edwards 20 Lewes Miles 19 Jo. Kennedy 20 Sam Jackson 24 
Allin King 19 Rowland Sadler 19 Jo. Phillips 28 Daniel Endick 16 Jo. Chalk 25 Jo. Vynall 20 Edward Smith 
20 Jo. Rowlidge 19 Wm. Westlie 40 Jo. Smith 18 Jo. Saunders 22 Tho. Bartcherd 16 Tho. Dodderidge 19 
Richard Williams 18 Jo. Ballance 19 Wm. Baldin 21 Wm. Pen 26 Jo. Gerie 24 Henry Baylie 18 Rich. 
Anderson 50 Robert Kelum 51 Richard Fanshaw 22 Tho. Bradford 40 Wm. Spencer 16 Marmaduke Ella 
22 
Women 
Ann Swayne 22 Eliz. Cote 22 Ann Rice 23 Kat. Wilson 23 Maudlin Lloyd 24 Mabell Busher 14 Annis 
Hopkins 24 Ann Mason 24 Bridget Crompe 18 Mary Hawkes 19 Ellin Hawkes 18 

Document 5— Source: Virginia Royal Governor Berkeley and His Council, 1673. 
We thought it our duty...to set forth in this our Declaration, the true state and condition of this country 
in general and our particular...[inability to fight] a war at the time of this invasion [by the Dutch].... [We] 
therefore do most humbly beseech your majesty and your most honorable council to consider that 
Virginia is intersected by so many vast rivers as makes more miles to defend than we have men of trust 
to defend them. For by our nearest computation we leave at our backs as many servants (besides 
Negroes) as there are freemen to defend the shores and all our frontiers [against] the Indians.... [This] 
gives men fearful apprehensions of the danger they leave their estates and families in, while they are 
drawn from their houses to defend the borders. Also at least one third [of the freemen available for 
defense] are single freemen (whose labor will hardly maintain them) or men much in debt,...[whom] we 
may reasonably expect upon any small advantage the enemy may gain upon us,...[to defect] to them in 
hopes of bettering their condition by sharing the plunder of the country with them. 

 


