
Unit VI— The Gilded Age and the New West

Study Guide

1865-1898

The West (1849-1902)

Key Terms and People

Ghost Dances, Overland Trail, Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, Wounded Knee Massacre, Homestead Act of 1862, 
Exodusters, Dawes Severalty Act, National Reclamation Act, National Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, Gold 
Rush of 1849, placer mining, Comstock Lode, and the Turner Thesis

Reading Check Questions

a. What were the particular challenges of settling the country west of the Mississippi River?
b. How did white Americans crush the culture of the Native Americans as they moved west?
c. What led Americans and others to move to the West?
d. What were the factors behind the West as a bonanza of dreams and get-rich-quick schemes?

Thought Questions

1. What kinds of conditions did settlers find as they moved into lands west of the Mississippi River, and how had 
the peoples who had already lived there dealt with these conditions?

2. What was the nature of Indian culture on the Plains, and how did it deal with the hordes of settlers moving 
into the area?

3. By what methods did settlers move west and adjust to the “bonanzas” they found in the West and the 
Southwest?

4. What were the three bonanzas that drew settlers into the West, and in what ways did they lead to the 
destruction of Native American culture and shape the growth of the area?

The Industrial Society (1850-1901)

Key Terms and People

Trunk Lines, Knights of Labor, Homestead Strike, Trust, and the American Federation of Labor

Reading Check Questions

a. What were the factors that enabled the United States to build an industrial economy?
b. What were the main characteristics of the new steel and oil industries?
c. Why were the new methods of advertising so important?
d. Who were the wage earners in the new industrial economy?
e. How did wage earners organize during this period, and what demands did they make?

Thought Questions

1. What were eight advantages the United States possessed which helped spur industrial development, and in 
what ways did these advantages lead to the growth of specific industries?

2. In what ways did the revolution in transportation and communication also spur industrial development?
3. Drawing on the conditions leading to the growth of industry, how did the huge steel and oil industries grow?
4. What role did the culture of work and advances in areas like advertising play in shaping economic growth?



5. In what ways did the hard work of men, women, and children contribute to the growth of industry?
6. How did American workers respond to the demands of industrial growth, and what did their various responses 

indicate about the dangerous effects of industrialization? 

Toward and Urban Society (1877-1900)

Key Terms and People

new immigrants, Mugwumps, Women’s Christian Temperance Union, National American Women’s Suffrage 
Association, Civil Rights Cases, Plessy vs. Ferguson, Social Darwinism, Social Gospel, and settlement houses

Reading Check Questions

a.  What factors led to the growth of cities in the United States between 1880 and 1900?
b. How did the growth of American cities affect social, cultural, and political life?
c. How did life in the growing cities lead to ideas of reform?

Thought Questions

1. What were the main economic, social, and political characteristics of the new urban society?
2. In what ways did the social and cultural changes of urban society affect fundamental outlooks on the family, the 

role of women, and education, and lead to demands for reform?
3. How did reform-minded critics try to meet the challenges of urban growth?

Political Realignments (1876-1901)

Key Terms and People

Bland-Allison Silver Purchase Act, Sherman Silver Purchase Act, People’s or Populist Party, Pendleton Act, National 
Farmers’ Alliance and Industrial Union, Pullman Strike, Sherman Antitrust Act, Ocala Demands, and Gold Standard 
Act

Reading Check Questions

a. What caused the stalemate between Republicans and Democrats that lasted until the mid-1890s?
b. What was the Republican Party’s vision, and how did the shape the “Billion Dollar Congress?”
c. What factors led to the formation and growth of the Farmers Alliance and the Populist Party?
d. What were the main political and labor effects of the panic and depression of the 1890s?
e. What changes in outlook did the panic  and depression of the 1890s bring about?
f. What were the issues and importance of the presidential election of 1896?
g. What did McKinley accomplish that placed the result of the 1896 elections on a solid basis?

Thought Questions

1. What effect did the rise of the Populist party have on American politics?
2. How did the depression give rise to conditions that made the election of 1896 important?
3. How would events have been different if William Jennings Bryan and the Democrats had won the election on 

1896?
4. What did McKinley and the Republican party demonstrate about the changes in popular attitudes since 1890? 


