
Unit III— The Birth of the Republic

Study Guide

1754-1800

The Duel for North America (1608-1763)

Key Terms:

domestic, edict, peasants, coureurs des bois, voyageurs, ecological, mutinous, strategic, sallies, siege, regulars, and 
commission

Key People:

Samuel de Champlain, Edward Braddock, William Pitt, James Wolfe, and Pontiac

Focus Questions:

a. What were the fundamental causes of the imperial conflict between France and Britain for control of North 
America?

b. What was the social and political character of New France, and how did it compare with Great Britain’s North 
American colonies?

c. How were 18th century political and military events in North America shaped by rivalries on the larger 
European stage?

d. Why did Britain finally win the French and Indian War, and what role did the American colonists play in the 
victory?

e. How did the British victory in the Seven Years’ War ironically become one of the precipitating causes of the 
American Revolution?

The Road to the Revolution (1763-1775)

Key Terms:

patronage, mercantilism, depreciated, veto, monopoly, duties, admiralty courts, virtual representation, 
nonimportation agreements, boycotts, mulatto, propaganda, and inflation

Key People:

John Hancock, George Grenville, Charles Townshend, Crispus Attucks, King George III, Lord North, Samuel Adams, 
Thomas Hutchinson, Marquis de Lafayette, Baron von Steuben, and Lord Dunmore

Focus Questions:

a. What deeply rooted historical factors moved America toward independence from Britain?
b. Why did Britain seek tighter control and heavier taxation of its North American colonies after 1763, and why 

did these policies produce such a strong reaction from the colonists?
c. What were the major events that shaped colonial resistance to taxation? What methods of protests did the 

colonists use? How did Britain respond to these protests?
d. Why did the British respond to the Boston Tea Party with the harsh and repressive Intolerable Acts, when all 

the earlier conflicts had been compromised or dampened down?
e. What advantages and disadvantages did the American Patriots and Britain each possess as the two sides 

entered upon the armed conflict?



America Secedes From the Empire (1775-1783)

Key Terms:

indictment, dictatorship, mercenaries, neutral, civilian, confiscated, envoy, rabble, blockade, privateers, and graft
Key People:

Ethan Allen, Benedict Arnold, Richard Montgomery, Thomas Paine, Richard Henry Lee, Lord Charles Cornwallis, 
William Howe, John Burgoyne, Benjamin Franklin, Comte de Rochambeau, Nathaniel Greene, Joseph Brant, George 
Rogers Clark, and Admiral de Grasse

Focus Questions:

a. How and why did America move in 1775-1776 from fighting only for “the rights of Englishmen,” within the 
British Empire to declaring their independence?

b. What specific arguments and general political principles did Thomas Paine’s Common Sense and Thomas 
Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence use to promote and justify American independence? 

c. In what ways was the Revolution a political and military “civil war” between American Patriots and American 
Loyalists, as well as a war against Great Britain?

d. How and why did the British strategy to swiftly crush the rebellion fail, and how were Washington and his 
generals able to sustain the war after 1778 and take advantage of French assistance?

e. Why were Americans able to win not only the war but a stunning diplomatic victory in the peace settlement of 
1783?

The Confederation and the Constitution (1776-1790)

Key Terms:

disestablish, emancipation, chattels, abolitionist, ratification, speculators, townships, territory, annex, foreclosures, 
quorum, anarchy, bicameral, unicameral, and bill of rights

Key People:

Lord Sheffield, Daniel Shays, and Patrick Henry

Focus Questions:

a. What were the political and social consequences of the American Revolution? 
b. What were the primary achievements and failures of the United States under the Articles of Confederation?
c. What essentially motivated the drive to create a new foundation for the government, and how would the 

Constitution written in Philadelphia reflect the Founders’ central intentions?
d. What were the fundamental disagreements between the federalists and the antifederalists, and why were the 

federalists successful in achieving the ratification of the Constitution?
e. If the Constitution represented in part a “conservative” reaction to the American Revolution, how did it at the 

same time preserve and protect the essential “radical” principles of the Revolution?

Launching the New Ship of State (1789-1800)

Key Terms:

public debt, census, cabinet, circuit courts, fiscal, assumption, excise, medium of exchange, despotism, impress, 
assimilation, witch hunting, compact, and nullification

Key People:

Alexander Hamilton, George Washington, Louis XVI, Edmond Genet, Little Turtle, “Mad Anthony” Wayne, John Jay, 
John Adams, and Charles Maurice de Talleyrand



Focus Questions:

a. How did George Washington’s personal prestige and Alexander Hamilton’s financial policies get the new federal 
government off to a strong beginning?

b. What were the policy differences between Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson within Washington’s 
cabinet, and how their disagreements lead to the formation of the first American political parties, the 
Federalists and Republicans?

c. How did the French Revolution and related events create conflict and polarization between Federalists and 
Republicans over American foreign policy, and how did President Washington maintain American neutrality?

d. How did the Alien and Sedition Acts reflect popular anti-French hysteria as well as Federalist political interests?
e. What were the underlying philosophical and political differences between Hamiltonian Federalists and 

Jeffersonian Republicans?   


