
APUSH Examination Review Guide

Unit 1– 1491-1607

Section 1— Significance of Turning Points

1491

Changes— Europeans are on the cusp of discovering the New World and Native American civilizations 
due to endemic warfare and climate change are weakening. 

Continuities— European rivalries, Native American conflict, slavery, and epidemic disease

Turning Point: Europeans discovering a route around the Cape of Good Hope of Africa to be able to 
reach Asia and the development of the plantation system off of the coast of West Africa set-up the 
conditions for the beginning of the exploration of the New World.

1607

Changes— the English create their first permanent settlement at Jamestown, Virginia, the French create 
their first settlement at Montreal, Quebec, and the Spanish at Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Continuities— imperial rivalries, issues with the Native Americans, slavery, and immigration and migration

Turning Point: The entrance of the English as the dominant power on the globe after the defeat of the 
Spanish Armada and the creation of Jamestown will begin the process of the Anglicized dominance of the 
North American continent and the slow, but precipitous decline of Native American life. 

Section 2— Key Terms as Defined by the Curriculum Framework

maize cultivation— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— the beginning of agriculture in the New 
World meant that there would be food in abundance for Native Americans and healthier diets.

hunter-gatherer economy— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— most Indian societies were 
based on agriculture, but some were still semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers who lived off of the abundance 
of the land.

Western Hemisphere— Environment and Geography— two continents teaming with life- perhaps 100 
million people are living on them before their exploitation by the powers of Europe.

West Africa— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— due to endemic civil wars and a brisk trade 
with the powers of Europe- the slave trade develops here in some of the wealthiest kingdoms of the 
Middle Ages

plantation-based agriculture— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— a system of for-profit 
agriculture growing staple (no edible) crops using the labor of slaves.



capitalism— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— using investors to achieve the growth of a 
colony, so that the risk can be spread out among a number of wealthier individuals.

autonomy— Social Structures— having the freedom to pursue individual accomplishment and risks

Great Basin— Geography and Environment— area where settlement even for Indians was sparse 
between the Rocky Mountains and the Sierra Nevada mountains that was difficult to farm due to the 
desert climate.

Agricultural Economy— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— growing crops to feed and barter 
for trade in the Native American world; for Europeans it meant staple crops that could be used as raw 
materials for the development of goods for trade in the Old World.

Spanish Exploration— America in the World— after the discovery of the Americas the Spanish map the 
coast of the Gulf of Mexico, explore Florida, and the American Southwest— but, find no gold with the 
expeditions of DeSoto and Coronado, as they had in Mexico with Cortes and in Peru with Pizarro which 
led them to have an interest in both Mexico and South America, but not so much in the present-day 
United States.

Encomienda System— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— a plantation and labor system which 
used Indians working in mines and growing and harvesting staple crops until they were wiped out by 
European diseases and brutality and then were later replaced by West African slaves in the same system 
perpetuated by Europeans.

Empire Building— America in the World— in their race for colonies and through the system of 
mercantilism, the powers of Europe acquired Native American lands and used them plus West African 
slaves to build profitable colonial empires in the Age of Imperialism which has never truly ended.

white superiority— Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture— the idea that Europeans and their use of land made 
them higher civilized being than the Native Americans that they encountered.

Great Plains— Geography and Environment— area where settlement even for Indians was sparse 
between the Mississippi River Valley and the Rocky Mountains that was difficult to farm due to the 
climate of these immense grasslands.

permanent villages— Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture— most Native Americans lived in agricultural villages and 
seldom moved- they were not the nomads of the Plains stereotype which doesn’t exist until after 
Europeans bring both horses and guns.

Portuguese Exploration— America in the World— the first Europeans to venture off of the continent, 
they explore the coast of West Africa, create the first plantation systems, make their way to India by 
rounding the Cape of Good Hope of Africa, and later by colonizing what will become the future nation 
of Brazil in South America. 

Slave Labor— Identity, Work, Exchange, and Technology— the use of Native American and later West 
African laborers to grow cash crops in the Americas for great profits in Europe.

Feudalism— Social Structures— a society that was based in Europe and Japan in the Middle Ages and 
that developed too, in the New World which was based on ancestry (or heredity) race, and or ethnicity.



Political and Cultural Autonomy— Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture— the sense that Native Americans tribes 
has from one another prior to European contact and exploitation.

Columbian Exchange— America in the World— the exchange of people, plants, animals, and diseases 
though trade and exploitation by the Europeans which forever changed the Americas into the images of 
Europe. 

Reformation— Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture— protest movement initiated by Martin Luther that developed 
religious groups who break away from the authority and control of the Catholic Church in Europe. 

Section 3— Primary Source Analysis

Source One

Title: Columbus’s Letter to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain, 1493
Author: Christopher Colombus
Point of View: He has discovered valuable lands with people who could be exploited and converted to 
Christianity, plus that have valuable natural resources.
Purpose: He wants to convince the monarchs to fund a return voyage.
Audience: the Spanish Crown
Context: Columbus has just returned from his first voyage to the Americas.

Source Two

Title: Bartholeme de las Casas Debates the Subjugation of the Indians, 1550
Author: Bartoleme de las Casas
Point of View: The Native Americans are human beings of great potential as converts to Christianity and 
as subjects to the Spanish Crown.
Purpose: He is trying to keep the Native Americans from being enslaved in large numbers by the Spanish 
and either tortured or killed.
Audience: the Spanish Crown
Context: The expeditions of DeSoto and Coronado have failed to find any wealth— only hostile Native 
American groups who were treacherous and deceitful in their dealings with the two European 
expeditions and the Spanish are trying to figure out how to deal with all of their new subjects— to make 
them citizens and convert them to Christianity, or to kill, exploit and enslave them. 

Section 4— Turning Points in US History:

1519

Changes— Cortes conquers the Aztecs, the Reformation begins in Europe, and the Spanish map the Gulf 
Coast of the present-day US under Pineda
Continuities— imperial rivalries, Native American struggles, slavery, and religious strife
Turning Point: The discovery and exploitation of the Aztec Empire by Cortes would set a precedent for 
European brutality and destruction in the New World of the Americas.



1588

Changes— the defeat of the Spanish Armada by the English and the beginning of English colonization in 
the Americas
Continuities— slavery, imperial rivalries, Native American struggles, religious strife, and European 
exploration and colonization
Turning Point: From this point forward, the English will now become the dominant power in the World. 

Section 5— Crash Course Video Review Guides:

Video #1— The Black Legend, the Native Americans, and the Spaniards: 

1.When the Europeans made contact with North American, what didn’t and did Native Americans have?
— they did not have guns, metalwork, or classical-style civilizations; but they did have— farming, complex 
social structures, and trade networks 
2.What is the range of estimates as to how many Native Americans live in North America AND what 
percentage died of disease?— 75 million— 2-10 millions (8/10 may have died from disease)  
3.What are 3 differences and similarities among Native Americans in North America?— most lived in 
agricultural villages, most lived by a mixture of agriculture and hunting and gathering, had loose 
confederacies or leagues, elaborate religions based on their lifestyles and saw property as to be used by 
everyone— not private (were classes and hereditary rulers) women had more of role 
4. According to the Spanish what made Native Americans the noble savage AND the ignoble savage?— 
some saw them as innocent and having virtues that were highly prized by Europeans; others saw them as 
savages because they were not Christian and due to their behaviors 
5. Contrast the Spanish attempts at colonization in Florida and the southwest.— Ponce de Leon dies 
trying to find the fountain of youth in Florida; wanted to set-up military bases to prevent other European 
powers from preying on Spanish shipping; also tried, though somewhat unsuccessfully to cover the Native 
Americans to Christianity (were more successful in colonizing the American Southwest— New Mexico)  
6. Describe Pope and the causes of the Pueblo revolt as well as the results/consequences of the revolt.— 
a religious leader who coordinated an uprising which drove the Spanish out of New Mexico, but the 
Spanish abandoned the encomienda system and were more tolerant of their religions and customs 
7. Contrast Sepulveda’s and Bartolome de Las Casas’ view of Native Americans.— de las Casas— saw 
the Spanish as brutal and inhumane in their treatment of the Native Americans and that they were 
human; Sepulveda— saw them as savage  
8.What is the Black Legend, what’s true about the legend, AND how did England “use” the legend? — 
that the Spanish were both brutal and inhumane to the Native Americans and that the English and other 
European powers needed to rescue them; however, with the exception of the French, the other 
European powers were just as brutal and unforgiving to the Native Americans as the Spanish had been, 
too. 


