
 

 

The Two-party Political System and Regional Development 

1800-1848 

 

Timeline: 

1800- Jefferson elected 

1803- Louisiana Purchase 

1808- Slave Trade abolished and the Embargo Act enacted 

1812- War with Great Britain begins 

1814- Hartford Convention (death of the Federalist Party and worries of New England secession) 

1816- Second Bank of the US chartered (Henry Clay’s American System introduced) 

1819- Panic of 1819 and the Missouri Compromise (slavery becomes a divisive issue); Florida acquired 

from Spain 

1824- Universal white male suffrage 

1828- Andrew Jackson elected president (Tariff of Abominations) 

1830- Native American removal begins 

1831- Nat Turner’s Slave Revolt in Virginia (abolitionist movements in the North begin) 

1832- Nullification Crisis   

1835- Bank War and the Rise of the Whig Party 

1840- First Whig elected president (William Henry Harrison) 

1845- Texas annexed (War w/Mexico and Oregon acquired the next year) 

1848- War w/ Mexico ends (issues of slavery in the new territories divides the nation leading to the Civil 

War) 

 

Processes: (do not forget the rulings of the Marshall Court) 

Reform Movements—1830—(continuing)—temperance, abolitionism, public education, environmental 

awareness and the rights of women 

Industrial Revolution—1820—(continuing) 

Slavery (1808-1865) 

Expansion (Manifest Destiny) 1800-1853 



Democrats: 

Origins: came from the earlier policy prescriptions of the Jeffersonian Republicans, but arose due to the 

election of Andrew Jackson 

Leaders: Andrew Jackson, Martin van Buren and James K. Polk 

Regions of Support: the South and the Lower West 

American System—did not believe in government involvement in the development of infrastructure 

National Bank—believed that the National Bank was a monopoly or was unconstitutional 

Slavery—believed that Congress did not have the power to restrict the ownership of slaves 

Tariffs—did not believe that tariffs should be applied to the detriment of one section of the nation 

Territorial Expansion—favored it as it would lead to economic development 

 

Whigs: 

Origins: came from the earlier policy proposals of the Federalists and the ideals of Henry Clay and his 

American System 

Leaders: Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, Daniel Webster, and Abraham Lincoln 

Regions of Support: New England and the Midwest 

American System—favored an active role for the federal government in terms of economic development 

National Bank—believed that it was a necessity to regulate the currency and provide credit for economic 

development 

Slavery— believed that it could be regulated 

Tariffs—high protective tariffs could be used to benefit industrial growth and that of commercial 

agriculture 

Territorial Expansion—expansion could be limited in scope 

 

Federalists: 

Origins—came from the policy ideals of Alexander Hamilton and the use of a broad interpretation of the 

Constitution. 

Leaders—Alexander Hamilton, John Marshall 

Regions of Support: New England (North) 

American System—the federalists approved of the use of government power for the creation of a National 

bank, and government funding for internal improvements such as the building of roads, bridges and canals 

(even though it was proposed by a Republican—Henry Clay) 



National Bank—favored the creation of a National Bank 

Slavery—wanted to restrict the power of the slave states in Congress 

Tariffs—believed that high protective tariffs could lead to economic growth 

Territorial Expansion—expansion should be limited in scope 

 

Jeffersonian Republicans: 

Origins: developed from the ideals of Thomas Jefferson that the use of government power should be 

limited in scope 

Leaders: Thomas Jefferson and James Madison 

Regions of Support: the South and the West 

American System—did not favor the use of the government to create internal improvements 

National Bank—believed that it was unconstitutional  

Slavery—favored ending the slave trade, but not its expansion 

Tariffs—did not believe in the use of tariffs to stimulate economic development 

Territorial Expansion—thought that expansion could lead to economic development  

 


