
Unit V— The Civil War and Reconstruction

1848-1877

The Sectional Crisis— 1848-1861

Key Terms:

Wilmot Proviso, Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act, popular sovereignty, Fugitive Slave Law, and 
the Ostend Manifesto

Reading Review Questions:

a. How did the expansion of the western territories intensify the conflict over slave ownership?
b. What transformations came about in the two-party system during this period?
c. How did the institution of slavery exceed political and economic debates?

Thought Questions:

1. How did “popular sovereignty” reemerge as a definitive concept in the debates on slavery in new 
and existing states?

2. Which qualities did the Whig and Republican parties share? Which did they not?
3. How did cultural divisions affect the political compromises over slavery?

Secession and the Civil War— 1861-1865

Key Terms:

cooperationists, greenbacks, Copperheads, Crittenden compromise, Emancipation Proclamation, and the 
Sanitary Commission

Reading Review Questions:

a. What developments and events drew the Union toward the Civil War?
b. What challenges did each side face under the conditions of this “total war?”
c. How was victory finally attained, and what role did emancipation play in it?
d. How did the outcome of the war affect America socially and politically?

Thought Questions:

1. Given your knowledge of society and economy in the South and public policy in the North, do you 
think that the Union could have been preserved through means other than outright warfare?

2. How did Lincoln’s personal character affect both the morale of the North and the outcome of the 
war?

3. What were the pros and cons of emancipation for someone like Lincoln who supported it 
personally?



4. During the course of the war, did the American people shape the fate of the government or did the 
government shape the lives of the American people?

The Agony of Reconstruction

Key Terms:

Ten Percent Plan, Radical Republicans, Wade-Davis Bill, the Thirteenth Amendment, Black Codes, 
Freemen’s Bureau, the Fourteenth Amendment, Radical Reconstruction, sharecropping, the Fifteenth 
Amendment, Ku Klux Klan, Force Acts, Compromise of 1877, Redeemers, and Jim Crow Laws

Reading Review Questions:

a. What conflicts arose among Lincoln, Johnson, and Congress during the process of ending the war 
and Reconstruction?

b. What problems did southern society face during the process of Reconstruction?
c. What forces brought on the end of Reconstruction?
d. Who benefited and who suffered from the reconciliation of the North and the South? 

Thought Questions:

1. How do you think Reconstruction might have turned out differently if Lincoln had not been 
assassinated?

2. Why was it difficult to enforce social and cultural changes using military force?
3. What role did local, grassroots efforts play in reversing federal government policy? How did people 

retain that much autonomy even under a strong federal government?
4. Do you think the “Redemption” of southern state governments was an inevitable backlash to the 

process of Reconstruction? How could things have turned out differently? 


