
The Conclusion of World War I

a. Discuss the role played by the following agencies or policies during the conflict—

* Committee of Public Information
* The Espionage Act of 1917
* The Sedition Act of 1918

b. Examine how the federal government would play a major role during the war of taking the reigns of 
the national economy by discussing role of the following agencies:

* The War Industries Board
* The Food Administration

c. How did the war impact the following groups of people—

* American Women
* African-Americans 
* Mexican Immigrants

d. What was the desire of President Wilson at the Paris Peace Conference? Why did the Treaty of 
Versailles fail to pass the United States Senate? 

Document 1— Eugene V. Debs, Critique of World War I, 1918

When the Bolsheviki came into power and went through the archives they found and exposed the secret treaties--
the treaties that were made between the Czar and the French Government, the British Government and the Italian 
Government, proposing, after the victory was achieved, to dismember the German Empire and destroy the Central 
Powers. These treaties have never been denied nor repudiated. Very little has been said about them in the American 
press. I have a copy of these treaties, showing that the purpose of the Allies is exactly the purpose of the Central 
Powers, and that is the conquest and spoliation of the weaker nations that has always been the purpose of war. . . .

The master class has always declared the wars; the subject class has always fought the battles. The master class has 
had all to gain and nothing to lose, while the subject class has had nothing to gain and all to lose--especially their 
lives. . . .

And here let me emphasize the fact--and it cannot be repeated too often--that the working class who fight all the 
battles, the working class who make the supreme sacrifices, the working class who freely shed their blood and 
furnish the corpses, have never yet had a voice in either declaring war or making peace. It is the ruling class that 
invariably does both. They alone declare war and they alone make peace. . . .

Document 2— Newton D. Baker, “The Treatment of German-Americans” —1918

The spirit of the country seems unusually good, but there is a growing frenzy of suspicion and hostility toward 
disloyalty. I am afraid we are going to have a good many instances of people roughly treated on very slight evidence 
of disloyalty. Already a number of men and some women have been "tarred and feathered," and a portion of the 
press is urging with great vehemence more strenuous efforts at detection and punishment. This usually takes the 
form of advocating "drum-head courts-martial" and "being stood up against a wall and shot," which are perhaps 



none too bad for real traitors, but are very suggestive of summary discipline to arouse mob spirit, which unhappily 
does not take time to weigh evidence. 

In Cleveland a few days ago a foreign-looking man got into a street car and, taking a seat, noticed pasted in the 
window next to him a Liberty Loan poster, which he immediately tore down, tore into small bits, and stamped 
under his feet. The people in the car surged around him with the demand that he be lynched, when a Secret Service 
man showed his badge and placed him under arrest, taking him in a car to the police station, where he was 
searched and found to have two Liberty Bonds in his pocket and to be a non-English Pole. When an interpreter was 
procured, it was discovered that the circular which he had destroyed had had on it a picture of the German 
Emperor, which had so infuriated the fellow that he destroyed the circular to show his vehement hatred of the 
common enemy. As he was unable to speak a single word of English, he would undoubtedly have been hanged but 
for the intervention and entirely accidental presence of the Secret Service agent. 

I am afraid the grave danger in this sort of thing, apart from its injustice, is that the German Government will adopt 
retaliatory measures. While the Government of the United States is not only responsible for these things, but very 
zealously trying to prevent them, the German Government draws no fine distinctions.

Document 3-- Speech by Senator William Borah in Opposition to the League of Nations-- 
November 10, 1919

Have we not been told day by day for the last nine months that the Senate of the United States, a coordinate part 
of the treaty-making power, should accept this league as it was written because the wise men sitting in Versailles 
had so written it, and has not every possible influence and every source of power in public opinion been organized 
and directed against the Senate to compel it to do that thing? 

What is the result of all this? We are in the midst of all the affairs of Europe. We have joined in alliance with all 
European concerns. We have joined in alliance with all the European nations which have thus far joined the league, 
and all nations which may be admitted to the league. We are sitting there dabbling in their affairs and intermeddling 
in their concerns. In other words, Mr. President–and this comes to the question which is fundamental with me–we 
have forfeited and surrendered, once and for all, the great policy of 'no entangling alliances' upon which the strength 
of this Republic has been founded for 150 years.... 

There is another and even more commanding reason why I shall record my vote against this treaty. It imperils what 
I conceive to be the underlying, the very first principles of this Republic. It is in conflict with the right of our people 
to govern themselves free from all restraint, legal or moral, of foreign powers...I will not I can not, give up my belief 
that America must, not alone for the happiness of her own people, but for the moral guidance and greater 
contentment of the world, be permitted to live her own life. Next to the tie which binds a man to his God is the 
tie which binds a man to his country, and all schemes, all plans, however ambitious and fascinating they seem in their 
proposal, but which embarrass or entangle and impede or shackle her sovereign will, which would compromise her 
freedom of action I unhesitatingly put behind me.... 

Document-Based Question:

Analyze the major problems that Americans faced at home during World War I and at its conclusion. 


