
America and the World

1921-1939

This unit will cover two topics—

a. It will cover the global situation in foreign policy during the period from the end of the First World War to the beginning 
of the Second World War.

b. It will cover the growth of isolationism and a desire for neutrality in foreign affairs that occurs in the United States 
during the period from the end of the First World War to the beginning of the Second World War.

AP Objectives:

7.11— Interwar Foreign Policy (1921-1939)

Topic— Retreat, Reversal, and Rivalry—

1. How did the United States try to deal with the nations of Europe and the situation following the First World 
War? Discuss how the United States dealt with the following nations—

* Great Britain and France
* Germany
* The Soviet Union

2. How would you best characterize the relationship between the nations of Latin America and the United States 
during the 1920s? How did American foreign policy change dramatically under FDR during the years of the Great 
Depression/New Deal? 

3. How did the relationship between the United States and Japan deteriorate during the period? What steps did the 
United States try to take to ameliorate this relationship and why did these steps ultimately fail?

Topic— Isolationism—

1. How would you best describe the growing global situation in the following nations during the period leading up 
to the Second World War? Why was the response of the United States so tepid to these developments during the 
period? 

* Germany
* Italy
* Japan

2. Why did Americans revert to isolationism in the years following the First World War and where was this 
sentiment the most prevalent? Describe both the actions of the Nye Committee and the Neutrality Acts that 
followed in its wake. What was FDR’s response?

3. What were the steps that led to the Second World War in Europe? How did FDR respond to this crisis? What 
were the results? 


