
The Red Scare and the Cold War

Identifications:

MAD McCarthyism
International Atomic Energy Agency HUAC/SPSI
ICBM Tydings Committee
NASA CPUSA
DARPA Hollywood Ten

Discussion Questions:

a. How did the fear of the development of the first atomic bomb by the Soviet Union in 1949 lead to an arms 
race and then later, a race for space?

b. How did the spy cases of Alger Hiss and the Rosenbergs led to fear and hysteria inside the nation that led to 
the rise of such figures as Joseph McCarthy and Richard Nixon?

c. What were the tactics behind McCarthyism and how did those tactics impact American society— particularly 
both in religion and civil rights?

d. Who were the targets of HUAC and the SPSI and what does this tell us about the fears that Americans have of 
the presence of communism in the 1950s?

e. What impact do you think that television and entertainment would have on the American public during this era 
of the Red Scare of the 1950s?

Thought Question:

** How does McCarthyism develop the use of Christianity to target suspected communists in American life and 
what impact will this have upon Americans and also, on the Republican Party? 

Document Studies:

Document A— Joseph McCarthy on Communism (1950):

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone here tonight who is so blind as to say that the war is not on? Can there 
be anyone who fails to realize that the communist world has said, “The time is now” — that this is the time for the 
showdown between the democratic Christian world and the communist atheistic world? Unless we face this fact, 
we shall pay the price that must be paid by those who wait too long.

… As one of our outstanding historical figures once said, “When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be 
because of enemies from without but rather because of enemies from within.” The truth of this statement is 
becoming terrifyingly clear as we see this country each day losing on every front.

At war’s end we were physically the strongest nation on Earth and, at least potentially, the most powerful 
intellectually and morally. Ours could have been the honor of being a beacon in the desert of destruction, a shining, 
living proof that civilization was not yet ready to destroy itself. Unfortunately, we have failed miserably and tragically 
to arise to the opportunity.

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful, potential enemy has 
sent men to invade our shores, but rather because of the traitorous actions of those who have been treated so 
well by this nation. It has not been the less fortunate or members of minority groups who have been selling this 
nation out, but rather those who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest nation on earth has had to offer — 
the finest homes, the finest college education, and the finest jobs in government we can give.

This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who are born with silver spoons in their 
mouths are the ones who have been worst.



… In my opinion the State Department, which is one of the most important government departments, is 
thoroughly infested with communists.

I have in my hand 57 cases of individuals who would appear to be either card-carrying members or certainly loyal 
to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are still helping to shape our foreign policy.

Document B— Margaret Chase Smith, US Senator, Republican of Maine, “Declaration of Conscience 
Speech,” (1950):

I think that it is high time that we remembered that we have sworn to uphold and defend the Constitution. I think 
that it is high time that we remembered that the Constitution, as amended, speaks not only of the freedom of 
speech, but also of trial by jury instead of trial by accusation. Whether it be a criminal prosecution in court or a 
character prosecution in the Senate, there is little practical distinction when the life of a person has been ruined.

Those of us who shout the loudest about Americanism in making character assassinations are all too frequently 
those who, by our own words and acts, ignore some of the basic principles of Americanism—

The right to criticize;
The right to hold unpopular beliefs;
The right to protest;
The right of independent thought.

The exercise of these rights should not cost one single American citizen his reputation or his right to a livelihood 
nor should he be in danger of losing his reputation or livelihood merely because he happens to know someone 
who holds unpopular beliefs. Who of us doesn’t? Otherwise none of us could call our souls our own. Otherwise 
thought control would have set in. The American people are sick and tired of being afraid to speak their minds lest 
they be politically smeared as “Communists” or “Fascists” by their opponents. Freedom of speech is not what it 
used to be in America. It has been so abused by some that it is not exercised by others. The American people are 
sick and tired of seeing innocent people smeared and guilty people whitewashed. But there have been enough 
proved cases, such as the Amerasia case, the Hiss case, the Coplon case, the Gold case, to cause Nation-wide 
distrust and strong suspicion that there may be something to the unproved, sensational accusations.

As a Republican, I say to my colleagues on this side of the aisle that the Republican Party faces a challenge today 
that is not unlike the challenge that it faced back in Lincoln’s day. The Republican Party so successfully met that 
challenge that it emerged from the Civil War as the champion of a united nation—in addition to being a party that 
unrelentingly fought loose spending and loose programs. Today our country is being psychologically divided by the 
confusion and the suspicions that are bred in the United States Senate to spread like cancerous tentacles of “know 
nothing, suspect everything” attitudes. … … Surely it is clear that this nation will continue to suffer as long as it is 
governed by the present ineffective Democratic administration. … Yet to displace it with a Republican regime 
embracing a philosophy that lacks political integrity or intellectual honesty would prove equally disastrous to this 
Nation. The Nation sorely needs a Republican victory. But I don’t want to see the Republican Party ride to political 
victory on the four horsemen of calumny—fear, ignorance, bigotry and smear.

I don’t like the way the Senate has been made a rendezvous for vilification, for selfish political gain at the sacrifice of 
individual reputations and national unity. I am not proud of the way we smear outsiders from the floor of the 
Senate and hide behind the cloak of congressional immunity and still place ourselves beyond criticism on the floor 
of the Senate.

Document Assignment Items:

a. Discuss one similarity between the statements made by the two Senators at the height of the Red Scare.
b. Discuss one difference between the statements made by the two Senators at the height of the Red Scare.
c. Evaluate the impact of one of the statements made by one of the Senators at the height of the Red Scare.  


